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SOLUTION-PROCESSABLB PHOSPHORESCENT MATERIALS 



The present invention relates to novel materials that are capable of l umine scence; to a 
method of making the novel materials and to uses of the novel materials. 

Luminescent conjugated polymers are a new technologically important class of 
materials that will be used in light emitting display devices for the next generation of 
information technology based consumer products. The principle interest in the use of 
polymers, as opposed to inorganic semiconducting and organic dye materials, lies in 
the scope for low-cost manufacturing, using solution-processing of film-forming 
materials. Since the last decade much effort has been devoted to the improvement of 
the emission efficiency of organic light emitting diodes (OLED's) either by 
developing highly efficient materials or efficient device structures. 

In OLED's, electrons and holes are injected from opposite electrodes and are 
combined to form two types of excitons; spin-symmetric triplets and spin- 
antisymmetric singlets in a theoretical ratio of 3:1. Radiative decay from the singlets 
is fast (fluorescence), but from the triplets (phosphorescence) it is formally forbidden 
by the requirement of the spin conservation. 

Initially spurred on by this understanding that the maximum internal quantum 
efficiency of an OLED was limited to 25% the idea of transferring both singlets and 
triplets to a phosphorescent dopant was conceived. Such a phosphor ideally is able to 
accept both singlet and triplet excitons from the organic material and generate 
luminescence, particularly electroluminescence from both. 

This idea is still highly applicable even given recent studies questioning the 3:1 triplet 
to singlet ratio predicted by the spin-independent recombination model. Recent 
studies suggest that the proportion of triplet excitons generated in small molecule 
devices is indeed close to 75%, (Baldo, M.A.; O'Brien, D.F.; Thompson, ME.; 
Foirest, S.R Phys. Rev. B 1999, 60, 14422) whereas in an electrically excited 
conjugated polymer it is suggested to be around 50%, (Cao,Y.; Parker, ID.; Yu, G.; 
Zhang, C; Heeger, A.J. Nature 1999, 397, 414 and Wilson, J.S.; Dhoot, A.S.; Seeley, 
AJA.B.; Khan, M.S.; Kohler, A.; Friend, RJEL Nature 2001, 413, 828). Evidence for 



2 



the- copious generation of triplet excitons in polymer LED's has heen obtained by 
magnetic and optical observations. 

In the past few years many have studied the incorporation by blending of 
phosphorescent materials into a semiconductive layer. Good results have been 
achieved for OLED's based on small molecule blends incorporating a phosphorescent 
dopant. Lanthanide metal chelates are by far the most common triplet emitters used 
in OLEDs. A paper notable for this work reports a device utilising a blend of 
Eu(dnm) 3 phen in CN-PPP witn a quantum efficiency of 1.1%. [Adv. Mater., 1999, 11, 
1349.]. To date, equivalent^ doped conjugated polymers have not been successful. 

One of the reasons for the lack of success with polymers is that blends of polymers 
are sensitive to the concentration of the triplet harvester guest in the polymer host. 
Therefore even at relatively low concentrations the guest can phase separate leading 
to morphology changes such as aggregation and problems with, fight scattering, 
electrochemical breakdown and luminescence quenching. 

fix view of the aforementioned problems, predictions for achieving good efficiency 
with phosphorescent, particularly electrophosphorescent, polymer OLED's have been 
pessimistic. As such, the art has focused on achieving optimal singlet emission 
(fluorescence) from polymer OLED's. 

In fins regard, it is to be noted that luminescent polymers containing metal complexes 
are known in this art. However, in keeping with, the above, these materials act 
predominantly as fluorescent materials and not phosphorescent materials. An 
example of such a material is given in Macromol. Rapid. Commun. 18, 1009-1016 
(1997. 

fii view of the above, it will be appreciated that there still remains a need to provide 
polymer OLED's having good efficiency. 

Accordingly, it is an aim of the present invention to at least partially address this need 
by providing a new emissive material for use in an OLED. 
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It is a further aim of the present invention to provide methods for making the new 
emissive material. 

It is still a further aim of the present invention to provide uses for the new emissive 
material. 

Accordingly, the present invention provides a material capable of luminescence 
-comprising a polymer or oligomer; and an organometallic characterised in that the 
organometallic is covalently bound to the polymer or oligomer and the nature, 
location and/or proportion of the polymer or oligomer and of the organometallic in the 
material are selected so that the luminescence predominantly is phosphorescence. 

The present inventors have addressed the aforementioned need for polymer OLED's 
having good efficiency by providing a new material that is capable predominantly of 
phosphorescence, preferably electrophosphoresence. In the present invention, by 
"phosphorescence" is meant luminescence by radiative decay from a triplet energy 
level. 

The present inventors have addressed at least partially the aforementioned need by 
harvesting previously wasted triplet excitons. This is completely opposed to the 
currently favoured work concentrating on optimising harvest of singlet excitons from 
polymers. 

The present material generally is superior to a polymer blend incorporating a 
phosphorescent dopant. This is because problems relating to morphology changes 
such as aggregation and phase separation are avoided with the present material. The 
controlled structure of the present material means that the location and mobility of the 
oganometallic in the material is spatially controlled. This spatial control enables 
control of the interaction between the polymer or oligomer and the organometallic. 
This, in turn, enables manipulation, particularly to some extent of the energy levels of 
the material in its excited state when the organometallic is conjugatively linked to the 
polymer or oligomer because of synergistic effects between the polymer or oligomer 
and the organometallic. 
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The present materials are advantageous in that they give bright phosphorescence in 
solution-processed devices. Also, recent reports suggesting the triplet states of 
conjugated polymers such as poly(3-alkylmiophene) [MacromoL, 1993, 26, 2954.] 
and PPV derivatives [Chem. Mater., 1999, 11, 1302.] can sensitise the generation of 
singlet oxygen, which can degrade the polymer. 

Also, advantageously, the present material usually is homogenous and solution- 
processable. 

The nature, location and/or proportion or the polymer or oligomer and of the 
organometallic in the material is selected so that the luminescence predominantly is 
phosphorescence. Preferably, greater than 70% of the luminescence is 
phosphorescence, even, more preferably, greater than 90% of the luminescence is 
phosphorescence.. Most preferably, 95 to. 100% of the luminescence is 
phosphorescence. 

The and nature, location and/or proportion of the polymer or oligomer and of the 
organometallic in the material should be selected so that the energy levels of the 
polymer or oligomer and organometallic are complimentary to one another. This will 
allow the transfer of both singlets and triplets from me polymer or oligomer in its 
excited state to the organometallic. Theoretically, 100% transfer of both singlets and 
triplets from the polymer or oligomer can be achieved. Predominantly 
phosphorescent emission then will occur. In order for this to occur, generally but not 
essentially, the singlet and triplet energy levels of the organometallic should be lower 
than the corresponding singlet and triplet energy level of the polymer or oligomer. 
(Adachi et al. Appl. Phys. Lett., 2001, 79, 2082). 

When the organometallic is conjugatively linked to the polymer or oligomer, this may 
lead to mixing of the energy levels. 

Generally, an increase in the extent of conjugation in a material can be said to lower 
the triplet energy level of that material. As such, controlling the extent of conjugation 
. in the present material can be a useful method of controlling at least partially the 
triplet energy levels. In this regard, in one embodiment, it is preferred that that the 




backbone of the polymer or oligomer is partially conjugated, more preferably 
substantially or even fully conjugated in order to control to some extent the triplet 
energy level of the polymer or oligomer. 

ha order to increase conjugation of the polymer or oligomer, it is preferred that the 
polymer or oligomer comprises an aryl or heteroaryl repeat unit, for example a 
fluorene or phenyl group, such as a phenylene vinylene group. Thus, in one 
embodiment, the present material preferably comprises a polyfluorene or 
polyphenylene. 

Preferred aryl or heteroaryl repeat units comprise a group selected from the group 
consisting of 2,7-linked 9,9 disubstituted fluorene, , a p-linked dialkyl phenylene, a p- 
linked disubstituted phenylene, a phenylene vinylene, a 2,5-linked benzothiadiazole, a 
2,5-linked substituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked disubstituted benzothiadiazole, a 
2,5-linked substituted or unsubstituted thiophene or a triarylarnine. 

Any polymer or' oligomer can be used so long as its energy levels are complimentary 
to the organometallic so that the material is capable predominantly of 
phosphorescence, preferably electrophosphorescence. To this end, in one 
embodiment, the present inventors have found that the polymer or oligomer 
preferably is conducting or semiconducting and, more preferably, semiconducting. In 
this embodiment, preferably, the polymer or oligomer is capable predominantly of 
fluorescence (i.e. singlet emission), preferably electrofluorescence, in the absence of 
the organometallic. 

It may be preferable in some embodiments for the polymer or oligomer to include 
solubilising groups in order to improve the" solubility of the material. Preferred 
solubilising groups include alkyl and alkoxy groups. In this regard, it is preferred that 
the material is solution- processable. 

Usually, the organometallic will be neutral to avoid charge trapping; very stable; and 
preferably conducting. Importantly the organometallic should be a predominantly 
triplet emitting material at room temperature. 
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The organometallic will be covalently bonded to the polymer or oligomer in the 
material. Further, it is preferred that the organometallic is conjugatively bonded to the 
polymer or oligomer. 

Preferably, the organometallic includes a transition metal or lanthanides. The 
transition metal preferably is a precious metal, more preferably iridium or platinum. 
It is to be noted that the mechanism for energy transfer will be different where the 
organometallic is a precious metal as compared with the lanthanide. This difference 
in mechanism is. not important in the present invention so long as the material is 
capable predominantly of phosphorescence, preferably electrophosphorescence. 

It is suggested that any previously known organometallic "phosphor" or a derivative 
thereof is a good candidate for use as the organometallic in the present invention. In 
this regard, Platinum, Iridium and Europium complexes are of considerable interest in 
the present invention. 

The nature of the ligands in the organometallic maybe selected in order to optimise 
further compatibility of the organometallic with the polymers or oligomer. To this 
end, ligands suitably may be selected from the categories: 1) Electron Transport 
Materials, 2) Hole Transport Materials and 3) (Semiconducting Materials. In 
selecting ligands, account should be taken of possible steric hindrance. Typically, 
materials in these categories preferably comprise a group selected from the group 
consisting of 2,7-linked 9,9 disubstituted fluorene, a p-linked dialkyl phenylene, a p- 
linked disubstituted phenylene, a phenylene vinylene, a 2,5-linked benzothiadiazole, a 
2,5-linked- substituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked disubstituted benzothiadiazole, a 
2,5-linked substituted or unsubstituted thiophene or a triaiylamine. 

Typically, the present material will contain more than one organometallic. In this 
case, spatial separation of the organometallics in the material becomes more 
important. Spatial separation may be' controlled by the method of manufacture as 
described in more detail below or by selecting the organometallic to be pendant from 
the backbone of the polymer or oligomer. In this regard, the material may have a 
structure as shown in general fonnula I below: - 
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( spacer) 



m >. 2 

n >. 1 



(i) 



organo- 
metallic 



where M and M 1 each independently comprise an aryl or heteroaryl group. 



With a view to farther controlling the properties of the material, the spacer group may 
be used to interrupt conjugation in the material. m ttes regard alkyl groups and alkyl- 
ether groups are suitable spacer groups. 

The length of the spacer group also can be used to control to some extent the 
separation of the organometallic from the polymer or oligomer backbone. As such, 
the spacer group suitably may be a chain of CH 2 groups. 

]h a preferred material of general formula I, M and M' may be the same or different 
and each independently comprises a group selected from the group consisting of 2,7- 
linked 9,9 disubstituted fluorene, a p-linked dialkyl phenylene, a p-linked 
disubstituted phenylene, a phenylene vinylene, a 2,5-linked benzothiadiazole, a 2,5- 
linked substituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked disubstituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5- 
linked substituted or unsubstituted thiophene or a triarylamine. 

It will be understood that in general formula I, M and M' will be joined to form the 
backbone of the polymer or oligomer. In this regard, the polymer or oligomer may be 
a seeded/block or random polymer or oligomer as desired. 



One example of a material having general formula I is shown below: 
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(CH 2 ) 



2'p 



(CH 2 ) 



2'p 



(CHL) 



2'p 




(CH 2 ) 



2'p 



p>0 preferably p=7 



It should be understood that, in general formula I, if it is desirable, one or more 
additional, preferably aryl or heteroaryl, repeat units that are different to those shown 
in general formula I maybe included in the backbone of the polymer or oligomer. 

Where the organometalHc is not pendent from the polymer or oligomer backbone, the 
material may have a structure as shown in general formula II or general formula HI 
below: 



Organometallic — ^ — Polymer/oligomer — j — Org 



anometallic 



(ID 



-Polymer/Oligomer— i — 
/ra 



— f — Organometallic- 



» > 1 (III) 
n > 1 



la the materials shown in general formulas H and m, the spatial separation of the 
organomegalies in the material is controlled principally by the method of 
manufacture. " 
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la general formula HI, the polymer/oligomer units and the organometallic units may 
be linked as desired so that the material is capable predominantly of phosphorescence, 
preferably electrophosphorescence. One example is shown below: 



In the above, K is a metal, preferably a precious metal, more preferably Ir. 

Considering the organometallic as a metal surrounded by an appropriate number of 
ligands. Usually, in general formulas II and IE, the organometallic will be joined to 
the backbone of the polymer or oligomer through one of its ligands, Ligands around 
the metal may be the same or different. In this regard, the organometallic repeat unit 
in the material shown in general formulas H and HI may have the structure: 




-Polymer/ ol igomer 



polymer/ ol igomer 



A suitable organometallic for use in the above material is: 





metal 



where L is a ligand, preferably a bidentate ligand. Further ligands I4 (which may the 
same or different from one another) are incorporated to satisfy the valency of the 
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"metal. In this regard, Li can be a bidentate or monodentate ligand. Preferred Li 
groups include cyclometalating, beta-diketonates. r is chosen accordingly. 

Cyclometalated, precious metal complexes such as iridium and platinum complexes 
are particularly preferred, for example chelate complexes such as platinum polyynes, 
platmum-porphyrins and M(hum1ris(phenylpyridine). 

The relative proportions of polymer/oligomer and organometallic in the present 
material must be selected so that the material is capable predominantly of 
phosphorescence, preferably electrophosphorescence. In this regard, too high a level 
of organometallic may lead to quenching of the phosphorescence. Alternatively, too 
low a proportion of organometallic will not receive all of the energy from the polymer 
or oligomer. Generally, it is preferred that the organometallic is present in the 
material in an amount in the range of from 6.5 to 70 % by weight, more preferably 
from 1 to i 0 % by weight. 

The present materials are extremely useful in OLED's, particularly, for large-area 
devices like matrix displays. Also, the present materials are of use in electrically 
pumped organic lasers. 

The present materials advantageously can be prepared by the well-known Suzuki 
polymerisation. In overview, this method involves polymerising monomers having at 
least two reactive groups selected from boronic acid, boronic acid ester (preferably 
C1-C6)), borane (preferably C1-C6) with dihalide functional monomers or monomers 
having one reactive boronic acid, boronic acid ester (preferably C1-C6)), borane 
(preferably C1-C6) group and one reactive halide functional group with each other in 
a reaction mixture in the presence of a catalyst. This method is described in US 
5,777,070 and a derivative thereof is described in WO/53656. The contents of these 
documents are incorporated herein by reference. 

In this regard, a first embodiment of a second aspect of the present invention provides 
a process for preparing a material as defined in the first aspect of the present invention 
which comprises: 
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(a) reacting monomers to form a polymer or oligomer wherein each 
monomer has at least two reactive groups selected from the group consisting of a 
halide group, a boronic acid group, a boronic ester group and a borane group and each 
monomer comprises an aryl or heteroaryl group; and 

(b) terminating the polymer or oligomer formed in step (a) using an end- 
capping reagent, said- end-capping reagent comprising one reactive group selected 
from the group consisting of a halide group, a boronic acid group, a boronic ester 
group and a borane group and either (i) containing an organometallic as defined above 
or (ii) being capable of forming a complex with a metal when treated with a meal 
complexing reagent; and 

(a) where the end-capping reagent is as defined in (ii), treating the 
terminated polymer or oligomer with a metal-complexing reagent. 

The treatment in step (c) of the polymer or oligomer formed in step (b)(ii) above may 
be considered to be as shown in scheme VIT: 



metal (l^) r metal (l^) r 



where L, M r , m, L f and r are as defined above. 

In a second embodiment of the second aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a process for preparing a material as defined in the first aspect of the present 
invention which includes reacting at least one first monomer with a plurality of 
second monomers which are different to the first monomer to form a polymer or 
oligomer; 

wherein each monomer comprises an aryl or heteroaryl group and has at least two 
reactive groups selected from the group consisting of a halide group, a boronic acid 
group, a boronic ester group and a borane group; and wherein the first monomer 
either (i) cont ains an organometallic as defined above or (ii) is capable of forming a 
complex with a metal when treated with a metal complexing reagent; and 

(c) where the first monomer is as defined in (ii), treating the polymer or 
oligomer with a metal-complexing reagent. 
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The treatment in step (c) of the polymer or oligomer formed in step (b)(ii) may be 
considered to be as shown in scheme VM: 



(VIII) 

metal (Li.)r 



where L, M", m, n, L, Li and r are as defined above. 

It will be clear from the above methods that, broadly speaking, the organometaUic 
rdtimately can be included in Ihe present material as part of an end-capping group or 
as part of a monomelic residue. Within these two classes of method, the 
organometaUic may be present in the end-capping reagent or monomer when first 
added to the reaction mixture. Alternatively, it may be introduced in a subsequent 
step after the terminated polymer or oligomer has been formed. The appropriate 
method may be selected according to the desirable nature, location and proportion of 
the polymer or oligomer and the organometaUic in the material. 

The methods according to the second aspect of the present invention enable 
manufacture of polymers having general formulas I, II and IE. 

In some embodiments of the second aspect of the present invention, it has been found 
that ligands sometimes inadvertently are removed from the metal during the reaction. 
Accordingly, it may be preferable to include a further step in these methods of 
restoring any removed ligands to the metal. 

Surprisingly, the metal itself is not detached from L during the Suzuki reaction. 

In the first embodiment of the second aspect of the present invention, it is preferred 
that tne end capping reagent has a formula as shown in general formula X, Xlor XII. 
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X — M 

I (X) 

(spacer) p 
organometallic 



X organometallic ^j) 



(XII) 



where X =reactive group as defined above, and L is a ligand capable of forming a 
complex with a metal when treated with a metal-complexing reagent. 

In the second embodiment of the second aspect of the present invention, it is preferred 
that the first monomer has a general formula as shown in formula IV, V or VI 

X — M — X 1 

I (IV) 
(spacer)p 

organometallic 



© X=X(ii) XfX' 

X — : — organometallic X' (V) 

(f)X=X(ii)X^X' 

(VI) 

x L X * 



(i) X=X'(ii) X^X 
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where X and X' each is a reactive groups independently selected from the group 
consisting of a halide group, a boronic acid group, a boronic ester group and a borane 
group and L is a ligand capable of forming a complex with a metal when treated with 
a metal-complexing reagent; p o; and M is a group comprising an aryl or heteroaryl 
group. 

Preferably, M is a group selected from the group consisting of 2,7-linked 9,9 
disubstituted fluorene, , a p-linked dialkyl phenylene, a p-linked disubstituted 
phenylene, a phenylene vinylene, a 2,5-linked benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked 
substituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked disubstituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked 
substituted or unsubstituted thiophene or a Ixiarylamine. 

Preferably, the first monomer has only two reactive groups to achieve a linear 
polymer. However, some cross-linking may be achieved by having more than two 
reactive groups. 

ha order to control further the structure of the present material, the nature of the 
reactive groups can be selected so as to control the ordering of the monomers, hi one 
embodiment, each monomer independently can be selected to contain either (a) two 
reactive halide groups; or (b) two reactive boron derivate groups independently 
selected from a boronic acid group, a boronic ester group and a borane group, hi 
other embodiment, each monomer can be selected to contain one reactive boron 
derivate group independently selected from a boronic acid group, a boronic ester 
group and a borane group and one reactive halide group. 

As mentioned above, the present materials will be useful in OLED's. As such, a third 
aspect of the present invention provides an optical device for a component therefor 
which comprises a substrate and a material according to the first aspect of the present 
invention supported on the substrate. 

Preferably, the optical device comprises an electroluminescent device. A preferred 
structure for an electrolurninescent device comprises a first charge carrier injecting- 
layer for injecting positive charge carriers, a second charge carrier injecting layer for 
injecting negative charge carriers, a hght-emissive layer located between the charge 



carrier injecting layers for generating light and comprising a material according to the 
first aspect of the present invention. 

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention, an electrically pumped organic 
laser comprising an emissive material according to the first aspect of the present 
invention also is provided. 

The present invention now will be described in more detail with reference to the 
accompanying figures in which: 

Figure 1 shows absorption and PL-spectra of fr(ppy-X) 2 (acac) complexes; 
Figure 2 shows EL-spectra of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac); 
Figure 3 shows I-L-V curves of Ir(]ppy-X) 2 (acac); 

Figure 4 shows PL-spectra of blends of complex N in PF8. Insert shows triplet signal 
of blends of 5.0 mol% of complex L and N in PF8. 

Figure 5 shows EL-spectra of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) in polyfluorene; 

Figure 6 shows PL-spectra of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) incorporated polyfluorenes; 

Figure 7 shows EL-spectra of polyfluorene incorporated Hdium-complexes; 

Figure 8 shows EL-spectra of S 2 at increasing driving voltage, going from 8.5V 
(bottom) up in steps of 0.5V to 12.5V (top); 

Figure 9 shows scheme 1 as referred to below; 

Figure 10 shows scheme 10 as referred to below; 

Figure 11 shows scheme 3 as referred to below; 
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Figure 12 shows scheme 4 as referred to below. 



Examples of electron transport materials as possible ligands (L) in the organometaUic 
are shown below: 








The above synthetic routes are assembled from synthetic pathways described in 
literature a) 10 min at 100°C in H 2 0/EtOH 1:1. b) 1 h at 20°C in presence of Ag2S0 4 
in cone. H 2 S0 4 . c) 2h at 70°C in cone. HC1. d)3h at 100*C in H 2 0/EtOH. e) 3h at 
100°CinH 2 O/EtOH. 

Examples of hole transport materials as possible ligands (L) in the organometaUic are 
shown below: 




\j~0 • CK>- — £ 

The above reactions were performed in toluene at 90°C for 18 h in the presence of 
Pd(acetate)/P(tBu) 3 and KOtBu. These hgands were designed with the idea of 
combining the hole transport ability of the marylamine units with the hgating 
possibilities of the phenylpyridyl unit. The triarylamines were synthesised by a 
palladium coupling in the presence of a base. 



Examples of semi-conducting materials (such as fluorenes or phenylene-vinylene) 
part of the ligand system (L) in the organometaUic are shown below:. 



» c 




a) At 0°C HC1 was added to the p-bromoanilin and the resulting mixture was 
subsequently stirred in pyridin for 18 h at 40°C: 

b) Reflux for 24 h in the presence of isoamylnitrate. 

c) Reflux in THF for 1 8 h in the presence of Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 and Et4NOH. 

.d) Heated at 80°C in CH 3 CN (or DMF) for several h in the presence of a Pd catalyst 
system; Pd(acetate) 2 or Pd 2 (dba) 3 in combination with P(o-tolyl) 3 and a base; K 2 C0 3 
orEt 3 N. 

Bromide functionalised phenyl-pyridine and thenyl-pyridine ligands were synthesised 
to accomplish a straightforward coupling to fluorene-boronates using a Suzuki 
coupling. Model compounds, having one fluorene attached to the ligand were also 
synthesised. 



Some complexes of these monomers are shown below: 





a) Heatreactionmixtureto 110-130°C in 2-etlioxyetiianol/H 2 0 10:3 for 3-8 h. 

b) Heat reactionmixture to 110-130°C in 2-ethoxyethanol in the presence 
acetylacetone andNa2C03- 



c) Heat the neat reactiontnixture (no solvents) up to 100°C in the presence of 
AgCF 3 S0 3 . 



Iridium incorporated polyfluorene was attempted via three different routes. 

(1) In the first case the phenylpyridine ligand was incorporated in polyfluorene 

prior to complexation as described below: 




To a solution of 500 mg (0.78 mmol) of 2,7-di(4,4,5,5,-tetramethyl- 1,3,2,- 
dioxabororiate)-9,9-dioctylfluorene, 405.5 mg (0.740 mmol) of 2,7-dibromo-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene and 17.1 mg (0.078 mmol) 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl in 3 ml toluene was 
added: 4 mg (0.004 mmol) Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 and 2.5 ml of (3.1 mmol) EtjNOH. The 
resulting mixture was stirred for 24 h at 100°C. After 3h, 5 ml toluene was added to 
dissolve the precipitated oligomers or to rise the viscosity of the mixture. After the 
mixture was cooled down to 20°C the mixture was slowly transferred in a large 
excess of MeOH, allowing the polymer to precipitate as a white (sligjhtly greenish) 
fibre-like solid. The solids were collected on a filter, redissolved in 50 ml of toluene 
and subsequently filtered on a short column of silica. The filtrate was transferred into 
MeOH resulting in a reprecipitation of the polymer as off-white fibres. The solvents 
were removed under reduced pressure. *H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.72 (br d, 
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211*12%; CH-N)~8.13 (br d, 2H*12%, Ca-CH-CH-N), 7.5-7.9 (br, 12H, ArH), 2.0- 
2.3 (br, 4H, CH 2 -C, 1.0-1.3 (br, 12H, CH 2 ), 0.7-0.9 (br, 10H, CH 3 +CH 2 ). GPC: Mp 
48586, Mn 18618, Mw 67120, polydispersify 3.6. 

Next the iridium was introduced using the following method: A mixture of 200 mg 
(containing 0.159 mmol 2-(6-p-pyridyl-pheuyl) and 283 mg (containing 0.80 mmol of 
iridium) was transferred in a solvent mixture of 5 ml of toluene, 3 ml of H 2 0 and 3 ml 
of 2-ethoxyelhanol. Upon heating the resulting clear dark purple mixture to 90°C the 
polymer product starts to precipitate after a few hours. After 24 h the water phase was 
only slightly coloured and the reaction mixture was allowed to cool down to 20°C. 
Upon addition of 10 ml of H 2 0 to me mixture the polymer precipitated further as 
yellow fibres. The complete mixture was transferred in a large excess of MeOH and 
the precipitated polymer was subsequently collected on a filter, washed with water, 
methanol and acetone and dried under reduced pressure. Yield: 161 mg. 



(2) 




la the second approach 0.05 eq of bromide functionalised iridium compound was 
copolymerised in the Suzuki polymersation of polyfluorene to yield. The method was 
• as follows: A polymer was synthesised starting with 500 mg (0.779 mmol) 2,7- 
di(4,4,5,5,-tetramemyl-l,3,2,-dioxaboronate)-9,9-dioctylfluorene, 405.5 mg (0.740 
mmol) of 2,7-dibromo-9,9-dioctylfluorene and 29.5 mg (0.0389 mmol) (Ir(2(4- 
bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 acac) . 



(3) 
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la the third route phenylpyridine equipped polyfluorene was reacted with 
[fr(PhPy) 2 u-Cl] 2 in the presence of a silver salt to yield. The method was as follows: 
A suspension of 180 mg (eg. of 0.143 mmol 2-phenylpyridine) of polyfluorene, 77 mg 
(0.072 mmol) of Pr(2-phenylpyridine) 2 ji-Cl]2 and 37 mg (0.143 mmol) of AgCF 3 S0 3 
in 5 ml toluene was heated at 100°C for 18 h. The resulting mixture was directly 
filtered over a short silica column, eluting with toluene. An off-white polymer was 
obtained upon removing the solvent from this fraction. The column was further. eluted 
using tolueneMeOH 90:10. Hence a dark green polymer was obtained upon removing 
the solvents from this fraction under reduced pressure. 

EXPERIMENTAL SECTION 

To demonstrate the present invention, a study has been carried out on the attachment 
of subsequent fluorenyl segments to the 4-position of the ligand of a bis- 
cyclometalated iridium phosphor. The energy levels of the novel phosphors are 
shown to be complementary to polyfluorene after having attached a monofiuorenyl 
substituent. It is shown furthermore that the stepwise addition of more fluorenyl 
segments to the phosphor gives rise to a gradual improvement of its performance as 
the emitting layer in an OLED device structure. The polyaddition to the phosphor was 
further extended towards the development of apolyfluorenyl-phosphor hybrid system. 

Experimentals 
General information 

All reactions and manipulations were routinely performed under an argon or nitrogen 
atmosphere using standard Schlenk techniques or a glovebox. Acetonitrile and 



# 



22 



dicMoromethane were distiUed from CaH 2 and toluene and THF were distilled from 
Na prior to use. Water, glycerol, 2-ethoxyethanol and a 20% Et^NOH solution in 
water were degassed for several h before use. All other reagents and chemicals were 
reagent grade and were used as received from commercial suppliers. Column 
chromatography was performed using silica gel [Merck 9385 Kieselgel 60 (230-400 
ASTM]. TLC was performed on 0.25 mm thick plates precoated with Merck 
Kieselgel 60 F 254 silica gel. X H NMR spectra were recorded on Bruker DPX-250 (250 
MHz), Bruker DRX-400 (400 MHz) and Bruker DRX-500 (500 MHz) instruments 
using CDCI3 or CeD 6 as an internal deuterium lock. Chemical shifts are in ppm 
relative to TMS and are indicated as: s(singlet), d(doublet), tr(triplet), q(quartet), 
br(broad), m(multiplet), dd(double doublet), dtr(double triplet) etc. 13 C NMR spectra 
were recorded on Bruker DPX-250 (62.5 MHz) and Bruker DRX-400 (100 MHz) and 
a Bruker DRX-500 (121 MHz) instruments using an internal deuterium lock and 
proton decoupling. The multiplicity of the signal was determined by APT (Attached 
Proton Test) experiments. Mass spectra were recorded by the Mass Spectrometry 
Services in the University of Swansea. Electron Impact (IE) and Chemical Ionisation 
(CI) low resolution spectra were carried out on a VG model 12-253 under ACE 
conditions. Accurate mass measurements for EI and CI were performed on a +VG 
ZAB-E instrument. Melting points were determined using a Biichi 510 melting point 
apparatus, and are uncorrected. 

Synthesis of A (2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine) 1,2 

At 0°C, a solution of 1 6.84 g (244 mmol) NaN0 2 in 30 ml H 2 0 was slowly added to" a 
suspension of 20 g (116.4 mmol) p-bromoaniline in 40 ml concentrated HC1. The 
resulting mixture was stirred for an h at below 5°C and was subsequently carefully 
poured in 500 ml pyridine. The resulting clear brown reaction mixture was stirred at 
40°C for 4 h. 200 g of Na 2 C0 3 was added to the mixture and the slurry was stirred for 
18 h at 40°C. The organic layer was dissolved in dichloromethane, extracted with 
water and dried with MgS0 4 . The crude product was purified by flash column 
chromatography (toluene:MeOH 95:5). Yield: 8.4 g (33%), conciderable yields of 7- 
(p-bromophenyl)pyridine were obtained as the major side product *H NMR (500 
MHz, CDCI3): 8 = 8.68 (d, 3 J= 4.3 Hz, 1H; CH-N), 7.88 (d, 3 J= 8.4 Hz, 2H; CH-CH- 
Br), 7.75 (d, 3 J= 7.5 Hz, 1H; CH-CH-CH-N), 7.70 (d, V= 7.8 Hz, 1H; CH-CH-CH- 



23 



CH-N), 7.60 (d, 3 J= 8.4 Hz, 2H, CH-Br), 7.24 (br, 1H; CH-CH-N). l3 C{ 1 H> NMR 
(500 MHz, CDCI3): 6 = 156.2 (CN), 149.8 (CH-N), 138.3 (C-CN), 136.8 (CH-CH- 
CH-N), 131.9, 128.5 (Ar-CH), 123.4 (CBr), 122.4 (CH-CN), 120.2 (CH-CH-N). 
Exact Mass (EB) m/z: 233.9920 [M+H] (calcd. 233.9918 ( 79 Br)). CnHgBrN: calcd. C 
56.44, H 3.44, N 5.98; found C 56.24, H 3.35, N 5.90. 

Synthesis of B 2-(4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane)-7-trimethylsilyl-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene 

At -78°C, 7.3 mL of a 1.7 M (12.5 mmol) tBuLi solution in hexanes was slowly 
added to a solution of 2.7 g (4.99 mmol) 2-bromo-7-trimetb.ylsilyl-9,9-dioctylfluorene 
in THF. After 1 h, 1,2 g (6.48 mmol) of 2- isopropoxy-4,4,5,5 tetramethyl- 1,3,2- 
dioxaborolane was added to the green solution at -78°C, after which the reaction 
mixture was allowed to warm up to roomtemperature. The resulting red solution 
turned colourless upon stirring for 18 h at roomtemperature. The product was 
extracted using dichloromethane/water and the crude product was purified by flash 
column chromatography (silica, 3% CDM in hexane). Yield 1.2 g (41%) product was 
obtained as colourless oil. *H NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 8 = 7.80 (d, V= 7.5 Hz, 1H; 
ArH), 7.75 (s, 1H; AxH), 7.70 (d, 3 J= 7.5 Hz, 2H; ArH), 7.48 (d, V= 7.5 Hz, 1H; 
ArH), 7.46 (s, 1H, ArH), 1.97 (tr, 4H, 3 /= 8.3 Hz, CTfe-CHrQ, 1.39 (s, 12H, CHr 
C(O)), 1.05-1.15 (mp, 20H, CH 2 ), 0,81 (t, 3 J= 7.1 Hz, 6H; CH^-CH 2 ), 0,61 (mp, 
4H;CH 2 ), 0.31 (s, 9H, CH 3 -Si). 13 C{ ! H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 8 = 150.4 (C-C- 
CH 2 ), 150.1 (C-C-CH 2 ), 144.1, 141.5, 139,6 (C), 133.6, 131.7, 128.9, 127.6, 119.3, 
119.0 (CH), 83.7 (CO), 55.0 (C-CH 2 ), 40.0 (C-CH 2 ), 31.7, 30.0, 29.1, 29.0 (CH 2 ), 
24.9 (CH3-CO), 23.6 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.6 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 14.0 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 0.9 (CH 3 -Si). 
Exact Mass (IE) m/z: 588.4534 (calcd 588.4534), fractions: 475.4 (m; [M-(C 8 Hi 7 )] + , 
363.3 (w; [M-(C 8 Hi 7 ) 2 ] + , 333.3 (m; ^-(CgHiT+CHs+C^HiaBOz)] 4 ). C 38 H 7 iB0 2 Si: 
calcd. C 77.52, H 10.44; found C 77.35, H 10.33. 

Synthesis of C 2-(4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane)-7-bromo-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene 

At -78°C, 4.8 mL of a 1.6M (7.66 mmol) nBuLi solution in hexanes was slowly 
added to a solution of 4 g (7.30 mmol) of 2,7-dibromo-9,9-dioctylfluorene in 50 mL 
of diethylether. The resulting white milky solution was allowed to cool to 0°C until a 
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clear-yellow solution was formed that was cooled back to -78°C again. 1.49 g (8.03 
mmol) of 2- isopropoxy-4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane was added and the 
resulting mixture turned white turbid after 1 h. The mixture was subsequently allowed 
to cool to roomtemperature and stirred for 18 h. After the mixture was quenched with 
water, the organic layer was dried on MgSC>4 and the solvent was removed under 
reduced pressure. The crude product was purified using flash column chromatography 
(silica, dichloromethane, Rf: 0.5). Yield: 2.2 g (51%). X HNMR (500 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 
- 7.80 (d, 3 J= 7.6 Hz, 1H; ArH), 7.72 (s, 1H; ArH), 7.66 (d, 3 /= 7.5 Hz, 1H; ArH), 
7.57 (d, 3 J. = 7.5 Hz, 1H; ArH), 7.47 (s, 1H, ArH), 7.45 (d, V= 7.5 Hz, 1H, ArH), 
1.97 (mp, 2H, CH 2 -CH^-C), 1.91 (mp, 2H, CH 2 -CHa-C), 1.39 (s, 12H, CHrC(0)), 
1.02-1.18 (mp, 20H, CH 2 ), 0,82 (t, 3 / = 7.1 Hz, 6H; CHl-CH 2 ), 0,56 (mp, 4H;CH 2 ). 
13 C{ 1 H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 153.3, 149.2 (C-C-CH 2 ), 142.7, 139.7 (ArC), 
127.9 (very weak) (C-B), 133.6, 129.6, 128.6, 126.0, 121.2, 118.8 (CH), 83.5 (CO), 
55.2 (C-CH 2 ), 39.9 (C-CH 2 ), 31.5, 29.6, 28.91, 28,88 (CH 2 ), 24.6 (C-CH 3 ), 23.4 (C- 
CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.3 (CH 2 -CH 3 ), 13.8 (CH 2 -CH 3 ). C 35 H 52 BBr0 2 : calcd. C 70.59, H 8.80; 
found C 70.25, H 8.47. 

Synthesis of D (2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-9,9-dihexylfluorene) 

A mixture of 500 mg (1.12 mmol) of 2-(4,4,5,5,-tetramethyl-l,3,2,-dioxaboronate)- 
9,9-dihexylfluorene, 261 mg (1.12 mmol) of 2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine, 0.5 mg (0.01 
mmol) Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 , 2 ml of a 20% Et^NOH in water in 4 ml toluene was stirred at 90°C 
for 18 h. The clear brown-orange mixture was taken in dichloromethane, washed with 
water and finally dried with MgS0 4 . The crude product was purified by flash column 
chromatography (DCM). Yield 255 mg (47%). *H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.73 
(d, 3 J= 4.9 Hz, 1H; CH-N), 8.12 (d, l J= 8.2 Hz, 2H; CH-C-C(CH)-N), 7.80-7.78 
(mp, 4H, ArH), 7.73 (d/V= 7.8 Hz, 1H, CH-CH-CH-N), 7.64 (d, 3 J= 7.9, 1H; CH- 
CH-N), 7.62 (br, 1H; CH-CH-N), 7.36-7.33 (mp, 3 /= 1.0 Hz and 7.5 Hz, 3H; ArH), 
7.25 (mp, 2H, ArH), 2.00-2.04 (dd, 3 J= 5.0 Hz and 5.2 Hz, 4H; CHi-C), 1.05-1.15 
(mp, 12H CH 2 ), 0,78 ft-V= 6.7 Hz, 6H; CH 3 ), 0,68 (mp, 4H;CH 2 ). 13 C{ 1 H} NMR 
(500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 156.8 (CN), 151.2, 150.8 (C-C-CH 2 ), 149.5 (CH-N), 142.0, 
140.5, 139.1, 137.8 (ArC), 136.5 (CH-CH-CH-N), 127.2, 127.0, 126.8, 126.5, 126.0, 
122.7, 121.8, 121.1, 120.2, 119.7, 119.5 (CH), 54.9 (C-CH 2 ), 40.2 (C-CH 2 ), 31.2, 29.5 
(CH 2 ), 23.5 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.3 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 13.7 (CH 3 ). Exact Mass (IE): 488.3317 



[M+H] (calcd. 488.3317); fractions m/z: 402.3 (s, [M-CCeHis)] 4 ):, 332.2 (s, [M- 
(C^HisXCsHn)] 4 ) 318.2 (s, [M-(C 6 H 13 ) 2 ]" f ). C 36 H4iN: calcd. C 88.65, H 8.47, N 2.87; 
found C 88.37, H 8.40, N 3.11. 



Synthesis of E Suzuki polymerisation of 9,9-di-n-octylfluorene containing 2-(6-p- 
pyridyl-phenyl endgroup on one side 

To a solution of 500 mg (0.56 mmol) of 2-(4,4,5,5,-tetrametiiyl-l,3,2,-dioxaboronate)- 
7-bromo-9,9-dioctylfluorene and 13.1 mg (0.056 mmol) 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl in 5 ml 
toluene was added: 4 mg (0.004 mmol) Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 and 2.5 ml of a 20% (3.1 mmol) 
Et^NOH solution in water. The resulting mixture was stirred for 24 h at 1 10°C. After 
the mixture was cooled down to 20°C the mixture was slowly transferred in a large 
excess of MeOH, allowing the polymer to precipitate as a yellow-white solid. The 
solids were collected on a filter, redissolved in 50 ml of toluene and subsequently 
filtered on a short column of silica. The filtrate was transferred into MeOH resulting 
in a reprecipitation of the polymer as off-white fibres. The solvents were removed 
under reduced pressure. l R NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.75 (br d, 2H*12%; CH r 
N), 8.13 (br d, 2H*12%, CH-CH-CH-N), 7.5-7.9 (br, 6H, ArH), 2.0-2.3 (br, 4H, CH 2 - 
C), 1.0-1.3 (br, 20H, CH 2 ), 0.7-0.9 (br, 10H, CH 3 +CH 2 ). Mw.(NMR): 5000 (12-mer). 

Synthesis of F 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-tri^ 

To a solution of 243 mg (1.021 mmol) of (2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine), 600 mg (1.021 
mmol) of 2-(4,4,5,5 tetrametiiyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane)-7-1ximethylsilyl-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene in 10 mL of toluene was added: 4 mg (0.004 mmol) Pd(PPh 3 )4 and 2.5, 
ml of a 20 % (3.1 mmol) EtjNOH solution in water. This two-phase reactionmixture 
was stirred for 48 h at 110°C after which it was extracted using 
dichloromethane/water. The organic layer was dried using MgSC>4 and the solvents 
were removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified using flash 
chromatography (dichloromethane, Rf: 0.47). 550 mg (88%) product was obtained as 
an off-white solid l H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.73 (d, 3 J= 4.9 Hz, 1H; CH-N), 
8.12 (d, V= 8.3 Hz, 2H; QEI-C-C(CH)-N), 7.80-7.78 (mp, 4H, ArH), 7.73 (d, V- 4.5 
Hz, 2H, CH-CH-CH-N), 7.69 (d, V= 4.6 Hz, 2H; CH-CH-N), 7.63 (d, 3 J = 8.0 Hz, 
2H; QH-CH-N), 7.25 (s, 1H; ArH), 2.01 (tr, V= 8.2 Hz, 4H; CH2-C), 1.05-1.15 (mp, 
20H, CH 2 ), 0.78 (t, 3 J= 6.6 Hz, 6H; CH 3 ), 0.70 (mp, 4H;CH 2 ), 0.32 (s, 9H; CH 3 -Si). 



* 
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l3 C{ 1 H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 156.8 (CN), 151.5, 149.9 (C-C-CH 2 ), 149.5 
(CH-N), 142.0, 141.1, 140.4, 139.2, 138.9, 137.8 (AxC), 136.5 (CH-CH-CH-N), 
131.6", 127.4, 127.2, 127.0, 125.7, 121.8, 121.2, 120.1, 119.8, 118.8 (CH), 54.9 (C- 
CH 2 ), 39.9 (C-CH 2 ), 3i.5, 28.9, 28.8 (CH 2 ), 29.7 (C-CH. 2 -CE 2 -CH£) 23.5 (C-CH 2 - 
CH 2 ), 22.3 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 13.8 (CH 2 -CH£, -1.1 (Si-CH 3 ). Exact Mass (EE): [M+H]: 
616.4340 (calcd. 616.4338). C 43 H57NSi: calcd. C 83.84, H 9.33, N 2.27; found C 
83.99, H 9.41, N 2.33. 

Synthesis of G 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyi)-7-iodo-9,9-dioctylfluorene 
1.5 ml of an 1.0 M IC1 solution in MeOH was slowly added to a solution of 500 mg 
(0.813 mmol ) of 2<6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-trimemylsilyl-9,9-dioctylfluorene in 5 mL 
of dicHoromethane. The resulting darkred solution was stirred for 2 h at 
roomtemperature after which the reactionmixture was quenched with a large excess of 
a Na 2 S 2 0 3 in water. The mixture was extracted with water, and the organic fraction 
was dried using MgS0 4 and the solvents were removed under reduced pressure. The 
product was purified using flash column chromatography (dichloromethane: Rf: 
0.36). 450 mg (85%) product was obtained as a highly blue fluorescent, colourless 
solid material. X H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.73 (d, V= 4.7 Hz, 1H; CH-N), 
8.12 (d, V= 8.5 Hz, 2H; OEI-C-C(CH)-N), 7.80-7.73 (mp, 4H, ArH), 7.68 (s, 2H, 
ArH), 7.65 (d, 3 J= 5.0 Hz, 2H; CH-CH-N), 7.60 (s, 2H; ArH), 7.48 (d, 1H; 3 J= 8.4 
Hz; ArH), 2.05-1.94 (mp, 4H;CHrC), 1.05-1.25 (mp, 20H, CH 2 ), 0.81 (t, 3 J= 6.6 Hz, 
6H; CH 3 ), 0.70 (br m, 4H, CH 2 ). 13 C{ ! H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 157.0 (CN), 
153.4, 150.9 (C-C-CH 2 ), 149.8 (CH-N), 142.0, 140.4, 140.0, 139.6, 138.2 (ArC), 
136.8 (CH-CH-CH-N), 135.9, 132.1 (C-CI), 127.5, 127.3, 126.1, 122.1, 121.5, 121.3, 
120.4, 120.1 (CH), 92.6 (CI), 55.5 (C-CH 2 ), 40.2 (C-CH 2 ), 31.7, 29.9, 29.2, 29.1 
(CH 2 ), 23.7 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.6 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 14.1 (CH 3 ). Exact Mass (EE) m/z: 
669.2825 [Mf (calcd. 669.2832) fractions: 543.6 (m; [M-TJ^, 318.4 (m; [M-^gHn)- 
I3+). C 40 H4 8 IN: calcd. C 71.74, H 7.22, N 2.09; found C 72.34, H 7.20, N 2:12. . 



Synthesis of H 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(9,9-dmexylfluorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfluorene 
To a solution of 400 mg (0.60 mmol) of 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-iodo-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene, 362 mg (0.60 mmol) of 2-(4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane)- 




9,9-dihexylfluorene in 10 mL of toluene was added: 4 mg (0.004 mmol) Pd(PPh 3 )4 
and 2.5 ml of an 20 % (3.1 mmol) EtjNOH solution in water. This two-phase 
reactionmixture was stirred for 48 h at 110°C after which it was extracted using 
dichloromethane/water. The organic layer was dried on MgSC>4 and the solvents were 
removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified using flash 
chromatography. Yield 450 mg (86%). *H NMR (400 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 8 = 8.74 (d, 3 J= 
4.9 Hz, 1H; CH-N), 8.13 (d, 3 J= 4.6 Hz, 2H; CH-C-C(CH)-N), 7.84-7.77 (mp, 6H, 
ArH), 7.74 (d, V= 6.0 Hz, 2H, CH-CH-CH-N), 7.69-7.63 (mp, 6H; ArH), 7.39-7.30 
. (mp, 3H; ArH), 7-27-7.24 (mp, 1H (obscured by CDC1 3 peak ; ArH), 2.11-2.02 (mp, 
8H, C-CH 2 ), 1.18-1.09 (mp, 32H, CH 2 ), 0.81-0.74 (mp, 20H, CHa-CHa). "C^H} 
NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 157.1 (CN), 151.8, 151.4, 151.0 (C-C-CH 2 ), 149.8 
(CH-N), 142.2, 140.8, 140.6, 140.42, 140.39, 140.3, 139.9, 139.3, 138.1 (ArC), 136.8 
(CH-CH-CH-N), 127.5, 127.3, 126.9, 126.8, 126.1, 126.0, 122.1, 122.0, 121.44, 
121.38, 120.4, 120.0, 119.8, 119.7 (CH), 55.3, 55.1 (C-CH 2 ), 40.4 (C-CH 2 ), 31.7, 
31.5, 30.0, 29.7, 29.18, 29.16 (CH 2 ), 23.8, 23.7 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.6, 22.5 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 
14.03, 13.99 (CH 3 ). Exact Mass (IE): 875.6367 [M] + (calcd 875.6369) fractions m/z:: 
762.3 (m; [M-(C 8 H 17 )] + , 650.4 (m; [M-(C 8 H 17 ) 2 ] + . CesHgiN: calcd. C 89.09, H 9.32, N 
1.60; found: C 88.60, H 9.25, N 1.52. 



Synthesis of J (via I) 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(2-(7-iodo-9,9-dioctylfluorenyl)-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene 

To a solution of 300 mg (0.448 mmol) of 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-iodo-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene, 320 mg (0:544 mmol) of 2-(4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane)- 
7-tdbnethylsilyl-9,9-dioctylfluorene in 10 mL of toluene was added: 4 mg (0.004 
mmol) PdCPPh 3 ) 4 and 2.5 ml of a 20 % (3.1 mmol) EtjNOH solution in water. This 
two-phase reactionmixture was stirred for 24 h at 110°C after which it was extracted 
using dicHoromethane/water. The organic layer was dried and the solvents were 
removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified using flash 
chromatography (dichloromethane, Rf: 0.30). 392 mg (88%) of product I was 
obtained as a colourless solid This was subsequetly dissolved in 5 ml of 
dichloromethane and 5 mL of 1.0 M solution of IC1 in MeOH was added. The 




resulting darkred solution was stirred for 2 h at roomtemperature after which the 
. reactionmixture was queched with a large excess of a Na 2 S 2 0 3 solution in water. The 
reactionmixture was subsequently extracted (dichloromethane/water). The organic 
phase was dried on MgS0 4 and the solvents were removed under reduced pressure. 
The crude product was purified using column chromatography (silica, 
dichloromelhane). Yield: 355 mg (85%). ^NMR (400 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.74 (d, 3 J 
= 4.6 Hz, 1H; CH-N), 8.13 (d, V= 8.4 Hz, 2H; CH-C-C(CH)-N), 7.82-7.78 (mp, 5H, 
ArH), 7.75 (d, V = 7.9 Hz, 2H, CH-CH-CH-N), 7.69-7.64 (mp, 5H; ArH), 7.60 (d, 
2H; ArH), 7.48 (d, 1H; CH-CH-N) 7.26-7.24 (mp, 2H (obscured by CDC1 3 peak ; 
ArH), 2.17-1.94 (mp, 8H, C-CH 2 ), 1.24-1.09 (mp, 40H, CH 2 ), 0.90-0.71 (mp, 20H, 
CHa-CHj). "C^H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 157.0 (CN), 153.4, 151.83, 
151.77, 150.9 (C-C-CH 2 ), 149.8 (CH-N), 142.1, 141.1, 140.5, 140.4, 140.3, 140.1, 
139.4, 139.3, 138.1 (ArC), 136.8 (CH-CH-CH-N), 135.9, 132.1 (C-CI), 127.5, 127.3, 
126.24," 126.16, 126.1, 122.1, 121.4, 121.3, 120.4, 120.1, 120.0 (CH, 3 CH signals 
obscured by exact overlap), 92.5 (CI), 55.5, 55.3 (C-CH 2 ), 40.4, 40.2 (C-CH 2 ), 31.77, 
31.76, 29.19, 29.17 (CH 2 ), 29.99, 29.93 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 -Cfi2) 23.8, 23.7 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 
22.60, 22.58 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 14.08, 14.05 (CH 3 ). Exact Mass (IE): [M+H] (calcd. ); 
fractions m/z: 1058.7 (s, [Mf), 944.4 (m, [M-(C8H l7 )] + . Ce^ggEJ: calcd. C 78.30, H 
8.38, N 1.32; found. C 78.02, H 8.31, N 1.35. 

Synthesis of K ' 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(2-(7-[2-(9,9-dihexylfluorenyl)]))-9,9- 
dioctylfluorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfluorene 

To a solution of 300 mg (0.287 mmol) of 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(2-(7-iodo-9,9- 
dioctylfluorenyl)-9,9-dioctyifluorene, 225 mg (0.373 mmol) of 2-(4,4,5,5 tetrametiiyl- 
l,3,2-dioxaborolane)-7-1rimethylsilyl-9,9-dioctylfluorene in 5 mL of toluene was 
added: 4 mg (0.004 mmol) Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 and 2.5 ml of a ?% (3.1 mmol) Et^OH 
solution in water. This two-phase reactionmixture was stirred for 24 h at 110°C after 
which it was extracted using dichloromethane/water. The organic layer was dried and 
the solvents were removed under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified 
using flash Chromatography (siHca/mcHoromethane:hexane 1:1, Rf: 0.24). Yield: 190 
mg (52%) of a colourless, highly blue fluorescent solid. %). X H NMR (250 MHz, 
CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.75 (d, V= 4.6 Hz, 1H; CH-N), 8.14 (d, 3 J= 8.4 Hz, 2H; CH-C-C(CH)- 




N), 7.86-7.73 (mp, 10H, ArH), 7.74-7.62 (mp, 10H, ArH), 7.40-7.31 (mp, 3H, ArH), 
7.28-7.23 (mp, 1H (obscured by CDC1 3 ), ArH), 2.17-2.02 (mp, 12H, C-CH2), 125- 
l.Oi (mp, 52H, CH 2 ), 0.90-0.64 (mp, 30H, CHz-CH£. 

13 C{ 1 H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 157.1 (CN), 151.8, 151.4, 151.0 (C-C-CH 2 ), 
149.7 (CH-N), 142.2, 140.8, 140.6, 140.5, 140.47, 140.44, 140.39, 140.30, 139.95, 
139.90 (ArC), 136.7 (CH-CH-CH-N), 127.4, 127.3, 126.8, 126.1, 126.0, 122.9, 
121.44, 121.40, 120.38, 120.0, 119.9, 119.8, 119.7 (CH), 55.33, 55.31, 55.1 (C-CH 2 ), 
40.3 (C-CH 2 ), 31.7, 31.4, 30.0, 29.7, 29.2 (CH 2 ), 23.9, 23.8 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.6, 22.5 
(CH 3 -CH 2 ), 14.01, 13.97 (CH 3 ). Mass (IE) m/z; 1265 [M+H] + . C 94 Hi 2 iN: calcd. C 
89.25, H 9.64, N 1.11; found C 89.25, H 9.71, N 1.21. 

Synthesis of px(2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 p.-Cl] 2 3 

A mixture of 500 mg (1.42 mmol Ir) lrCl3.xH 2 0 and 1.4 g (6.37 mmol) of 2(4- 
bromophenyl)pyridine in 50 ml 2-ethoxyethanol and 15 ml H 2 0 was heated to 110°C 
for 18h. A yellow precipitate started to form after lh. After the mixture was allowed 
to cool down to 20°C, the precipitate was collected on a fritted glass filter, washed 
with EtOH:H 2 0 95:5, dissolved in acetone and dried on MgS0 4 . The solvent was 
removed under reduced pressure. Yield 639 mg (65%). *H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 
5 = 9.12 (d, 3 J= 5.7 Hz, 4H; CH-N), 7.86 (d, V- 4.5 Hz, 4H; CH-CH-CBr), 7.80 
(dtr, 4 J= 1.5 Hz and V= 7.2 Hz, 4H; CH-CH-Br), 7.38 (d, 3 J= 9.4 Hz, 4H; CH-CH- 
CH-N), 7.02 (dd, 3 /= 1.9 Hz and 9.0 Hz, 4H; CH-C(C)N), 6.84 (dtr, 4 J= 1.7 Hz and 
3 J= 5.6 Hz, 4H; CH-CH-N), 5.94 (d, V= 1.9 Hz, 4H; CH-C(C)-3r). Mass (FAB): m/z 
1387 (w, [M] 4 ), 1352, (w, [M-Cl]^, 659 (s, [h(A) 2 ] 4 ). C44H3 2 Br 4 Cl 2 lr 2 N4: calcd. C 
38.08, H 2.03, N 4.04; found C 37.73, H 2.10, N 4.04. 

Synthesis of M (^(2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 acac) 4 

300 mg (0.216 mmol) of [h(2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 u-Cl] 2 was dissolved in 30 
ml 2-ethoxyethanol in the presence of 108 mg (1.08 mmol) acacH and 216 mg (2.04 
mmol) Na 2 C0 3 . The resulting yellow suspension was stirred at 110°C for 8h. After 
the mixture was allowed to cool down to 20°C 10 ml of H 2 0 was added. The yellow 
precipitate was collected on a fritted glass filter, washed with H 2 0, hexane and with 
cold Et 2 Q, and dried under reduced pressure. Yield: 190 mg (58%). J H NMR (250 



MHz, CDCI3): 6 - 8.44 (d, 3 J= 5.5 Hz, 2H; CH-N), 7.83 (d, V= 8.5 Hz, 2H, CH-CH- 
CH-N), 7.78 (mp, 3 J= 5.5 Hz and V= 1.5 Hz, 2H; CH-CH-N), 7.41 (d, 3 /= 8.3 Hz, 
2H; CH-CH-CH-CH-N), 7.19 (dtr, 3 J= 6.4 Hz and V= 1.5 Hz, 2H, ArH), 7.00 (dd, 3 J 
= 6.3 Hz and V = 2 Hz, 2H; ArH), 6.28 (d, V- 2Hz, 2H; CH-C(C)-Ir), 5.23 (s, 1H; 
CH-C=0), 1.79 (s, 6H; CH 3 ). "C^H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): n C{ l K} NMR (500 
MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 184.8 (CO), 167.5 (CN), 148.2 (CH-N), 143.8 (C-Ir), 137.3, 135.4 
(ArC), 125.1, 124.1, 121.9, 118.7 CAr-CH), 100.5 (CH-CO), 28.6 (CH3-CO). Exact 
Mass (IE): 755.9593 (calcd. 755.9599 for [M] + with ( 193 Ir)( 79 Br)); m/z: 658.8 (s, [M- 
acac]' 1 ), 579.0 (m, [M-acac-Br] + , 499 (w, [M-acac-(Br) 2 ] + . C 27 H 2l Br 2 IrN 2 0 2 .H 2 0: 
calcd. C 41.82, H 2.99, N 3.61; found C 42.02, H 2.60, N 3.54. 

Synthesis of [Tfr(2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-9,9-dihexylfluorene)2p.-Cl]2 
Synthetic route is analogous to synthesis of ^(2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 M'-Cl]2- 
Yield: 66%. X H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 9.45 (d, 3 /= 5.4 Hz, 4H; CH-N), 7.95 
(d, V= 7.2 Hz, 4H; CH-C-C(CH)-N), 7.80 (t, 3 j= 7.2 Hz, 4H; CH-CH-C-C(CH)-N), 
7.63 (br, 4H; CH-CH-CH-N), 7.56 (mp, 3 J= 6.7 Hz, 4H; CH-C-N), 7.26 (br mp, 20H; 
ArH), 7.12 (s, 4H; F1H), 7.10 (mp, 4H, F1H), 6.89 (t, V= 5.4 Hz, 4H; CH-CH-N), 
6.35 (s, 4H; CH-CIr), 1.7-2.0 (br mp, 16H; CH 2 -C), 0.9-1.2 (br mp, 48H, CH 2 ), 0,78 
(br mp, 24H; CH 3 ), 0,4-0.6 (br, 16H;CH 2 ). 

Synthesis of N (Ir(2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-9,9-dihexylfluorene) 2 (acac)) 
Synthetic route is analogous to synthesis of M. Yield: 78%. X H NMR (250 MHz, 
CDCI3): 8 = 8.63 (d, V= 5.7 Hz, 2H; CH-N), 7.92 (d, 3 /= 7.9 Hz, 2H; CH-C-C-N), 
7.76 (tr, V= 7.2 Hz and 4 J= 1.4 Hz, 2H; ArH), 7.64 (d, V= 6.0 Hz, 2H; ArH), 7.58 
(d, 3 J= 5.9 Hz, 2H; ArH), 7.2-7.3 (br mp, 3 J= 8.0 Hz, 12H; ArH), 7.1-7.2 (mp, V= 
7.1 Hz, 4H; ArH), 6.59 (s, 2H, CH-CIr), 1.8-2.0 (br, 8H; CH 2 -C), 0.9-1.2 (br mp, 
24H, CH 2 ), 0,77 (mp, 12H; CH 3 ), 0,4-0.6 (br, 8H;CH 2 ). l3 C{ l B.} NMR (500 MHz, 
CDCI3): 5 = 184.7 (CO), 168.5 (CN), 150.8, 150.6 (C-C-CH 2 ), 148.4 (CH-N), 144.0 
(C-Ir), 141.4, 140.9, 140.4, 139.9 (ArC), 136.7 (CH-CH-CH-N), 126.7, 126.6, 125.8, 
124.0, 122.7, 121.4, 121.3, 121.1, 120.0, 119.5, 119.3, 118.4 (CH), 100.4 (CH-CO), 
54.9 (C-CH 2 ), 40.53, 40.48 (C-CB 2 ), 31.5, 29.8 (CH 2 ), 28.8 (CH 3 -CO), 23.6 (C-CH 2 - 
CH 2 ), 22.6 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 14.0, 13.9 (CH 3 ). Mass (EI) m/z: 1178 ; 3 (w, [M-(C6Hi 3 )] + , 
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1165.2 (s, [M-(acac)] + , 1009 (m, [M-(C6Hi 3 ) 3 ft. C 77 H87lrN 2 0 2 .H 2 0: calcd, C 72.10, 
H 6.99, N 2.18; found C 72.40, H 6.87, N 2.27. 

Synthesis of O (Ir(2<6-p-p y ridyl-phenyl)-7-(9,9-diliexylfluorenyl)-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene) 2 (acac)). Synthetic route is analogous to synthesis of N with some 
minor alterations. The dichlorobridged diiridiurncomplex was prepared in 2- 
ethoxyethanol and precipitated by adding water. Yield: 59%. *H NMR (400 MHz, 
CDC1 3 ): 6 = 8.65 (d, 3 J = 5.1 Hz, 2H; CH-N), 7.86 (d, 3 /= 7.8 Hz, 2H; CH-C-C-N), 
7.75-7.58 (mp, 24H; AxH), 7.37-7.16 (mp, 10H; ArH), 6.61 (s, 2H; CH-CH-N), 5.27 
(s, 1H; CH-CO), 2.03-1.94 (mp, 16H; C-CH2), 1.85 (s, 6H, CH3-CO), 1.32-0.91 (mp, 
64H, CH 2 ), 0.88-0.70 (mp, 40H, CHa-CEb). ^{'H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 
184.7 (CO), 168.5 (CN), 151.6, 151.4, 151.00, 150.97 (C-C-CH 2 ), 148.4 (CH-N), 
144.1 (C-Ir), 141.5, 140.8, 140.5, 140.2, 139.6 (ArC), 136.7 (CH-OEI-CH-N), 126.9, 
126.7, 126.0, 125.9, 124.0, 122.9, 121.5, 121.34, 121.29, 119.8, 119.7, 119.4, 118.4 
(CH), 100.8 (CH-CO), 55.1, 55.0 (C-CH 2 ), 40.6, 40.5, 40.3 (C-CH 2 ), 31.78, 31.77, 
31.4, 30.2, 29.7, 29.3, 29.2 (CH 2 ), 28.8 (CH 3 -CO), 23.7 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.58, 22.57, 
22.54 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 14.06, 13.99 (CH 3 ). Mass (EE) m/z: 2041.4 (s, [Mf), 1942.4 (m, 
[M-(acac)3 + C 135 H 167 IrN 2 0 2 : calcd. C 79.40, H 8.24, N 1.37; found C 79.12, H 8.13, 
N1.17. 

Synthesis of P (fr(2-(6-p-pyridyl-phen^ 

dioctylfiuorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfluorene) 2 (acac)). Synthetic route is analogous to 
synthesis of N. Yield: 57%. *H NMR (400 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.65 (d, 3 /= 5.4 Hz, 
2H; CH-N), 7.94 (d, 3 J= 8.3 Hz, 2H; CH-OC-N), 7.82-7.78 (mp, 8H; ArH), 7.75- 
7.72 (t, 3 /= 8.2 Hz, 4H; ArH), 7.67-7.63 (mp, 22H; ArH), 7.38-7.31 (mp, 8H; ArH), 
7.21-7.17 (mp, 4H; ArH), 6.61 (s, 2H; CH-CH-N), 5.28 (s, 1H; CH-CO), 2.11-2.02 
(mp, 24H; C-CH^), 1.85 (s, 6H, CH 3 -CO), 1.20-1.07 (mp, 104H, CH 2 ), 0.82-0.67 (mp, 
60H, CHa-CHi). "C^H} NMR (500 MHz, CDCI3): 5 = 184.7 (CO), 166.4 (CN), 
151.7, 151.6, 151.4, 151.0 (C-C-CH 2 ), (CH-N not resolved), 143.3 (C-Ir), 140.7, 
140.4, 140.3, 139.9 (AiC), (CH-CH-CH-N not resolved), 126.9, 126.7, 126.1, 126.0, 
125.9, 122.8, 121.4, 119.9, 119.8, 119.7 (CH), 100.8 (CH-CO), 55.3, 55.12, 55.06 (C- 
CH 2 ), 40.5, 40.3 (C-CH 2 ), 31.7, 31.4, 30.1, 30.0, 29.6, 29.2, 29.1 (CH 2 ), 28.7 (QH 3 - 
CO), 23.9, 23.7 (C-CH 2 -CH 2 ), 22.53, 22.51 (CH 3 -CH 2 ), 14.0, 13.9 (CH 3 ). Mass QE) 



# 



32 



m/z: 2819 (m, [MI*), 2719 (w, [M-fccac)] 4 ). C^aH^IrNzOa: calcd. C 82.22, H 8.83, 
N 0.88; found C 81.93, H 8.77, N 1.10. 

Synthesis of ppy-pf8-ppy Q: Poly-Suzuki reaction of 9,9-di-n-octylfluorene 
containing 2-(6-p-pyridyl-plienyl) endgroups on both sides 

To a solution of 500 mg (0.78 mmol) of 2,7-di(4,4,5,5,-tetramethyl-l,3,2,- 
dioxaboronate)-9,9-dioctylfluorene, 405.5 mg (0.740 mmol) of 2,7-dibromo-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene and 17.1 mg (0.078 mmol) 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl in 3 ml toluene was 
added: 4 mg (0.004 mmol) Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 and 2.5 ml of (3.1 mmol) EtpSTOH. The 
resulting mixture was stirred for 24 h at 100°C. After 3h, 5 ml toluene was added to 
dissolve the precipitated oligomers or to rise the viscosity of the mixture. After the 
mixture was cooled down to 20°C the mixture was slowly transferred in a large 
excess of MeOH, allowing the polymer to precipitate as a white (shghtly greenish) 
fibre-like solid. The solids were collected on a filter, redissolved in 50 ml of toluene 
and subsequently filtered on a short column of silica. The filtrate was transferred into 
MeOH resulting in a reprecipitation of the polymer as off-white fibres. The solvents 
were removed under reduced pressure. *H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 6 = 8.72 (br d, 
2H*12%; CH-N), 8.13 (br d, 2H*12%, CH-CH-CH-N), 7.9-7.5 (br, 6H, ArH), 2.3-2.0 
(br, 4H, CH 2 -C, 1.3-1.0 (br, 20H, CH 2 ), 0.9-0.7 (br, 10H, CH 3 +CH 2 ). Mw (NMR): 
10.000 (24-mer) GPC: Mp 48586, Mn 18618, Mw 67120, polydispersity 3.6. 

Synthesis of ppy-pf8 E SuzuM polymerisation of 9,9-di-n-octylfluorene containing 2- 
(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl) endgroup on one side. 

To a solution of 500 mg (0.56 mmol) of 2-(4,4,5,5,-tetramethyl-l,3,2,-dioxaboronate)- 
7-bromo-9,9-dioctylfluorene and 13.1 mg (0.056 mmol) 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl in 5 ml 
toluene was added: 4 mg (0.004 mmol) Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 and 2.5 ml (3.1 mmol) of aEt+NOH 
solution in water. The resulting mixture was stirred for 24 h at 110°C. After the 
mixture was cooled down to 20°C the mixture was slowly transferred in a large 
excess of MeOH, allowing the polymer to precipitate as a yellow-white solid The 
solids were collected on a filter, redissolved in 50 ml of toluene and subsequently 
filtered on a short column of silica. The filtrate was transferred into MeOH resulting 
in a reprecipitation of the polymer as off-white fibres. The solvents were removed 
under reduced pressure. *H NMR (250 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.75 (br d, 2H*12%; CH- 
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N), 8.13 (br d, 2H*12% CH-CH-CH-N), 7.9-7.5 (br, 6H, ArH), 2.3-2.0 (br, 4H, CH 2 - 
C, 1.3-1.0 (br, 20H, CH 2 ), 0.9-0.7 (br, 10H, CH 3 +CH 2 ). Mw (NMR): 5000 (12-mer). 

Synthesis of R»; Pr(acac)(ppy-pf8-ppy) 2 lr(acac)]„ via the iridium complexation of Q. 
A mixture of 200 mg Q (containing 0.159 mmol 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl) and 12.5 mg 
IrCls (containing 0.0353 mmol of iridium) was transferred in a solvent mixture of 5 
ml of toluene and 3 ml of 2-ethoxyethanol. The resulting clear brownish mixture was 
heated to 100°C for 24 h and an orange gel was obtained which further precipitated in 
a large excess of MeOH. The product was collected on a glass fritted filter, washed 
with H 2 0, MeOH and acetone, and finally the solvents were removed under reduced 
pressure. Subsequetly, a suspension of 161 mg of this product, with 20 mg.(0.2 mmol) 
acetylacetone and 20 mg (0.19 mmol) of Na 2 C0 3 in 5 mL of 2-ethoxyethanol and 10 
mL of toluene was heated at 90°C for 24 h. After the reactionmixture was cooled 
down to roomtemperature the polymer was precipitated in a large excess of MeOH, 
collected on a filter and washed with H 2 0, MeOH and acetone. The polymer was 
redissolved in 30 mL toluene upon heating at 90°C for 4 h. The resulting mixture was 
first filtered over glasswool and then over a short silica column after which the 
polymer was reprecipitated using MeOH. The resulting polymer shows remarkable 
low solubility in most common solvents; it was found soluble in toluene, 
dichloromethane and benzene only after lengthy solication. Yield: 161 mg. l H NMR 
(400 MHz, CDC1 3 ): 5 = 7.9-7.5 (br, 6H, ArH), 2,3-2.0 (br, 4H, CH 2 -C), 1.3-1.0 (br, 
20H, CH 2 ), 0.9-0.7 (br, 10H, CH3+CH2) (signals of iridiumcomplex not resolved). 
Microanalysis: C 84.58, H 10.18, N 0.42, fi (AES) 0.65. 

Synthesis of R 2 ; [Ir(acac)(ppy-pf8-ppy) 2 Ir(acac)] n via a poly-Suzuki reaction of 2,7- 
m(4,4,5,5,-te1xamethyl-l,3,2,-moxaboronate)-9,9-di-n-octylfluorene, 2,7-dibromo-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene and N (h(2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 acac) 

A solution of 500 mg (0.779 mmol) 2,7-di(4,4,5,5,-tetramethyl-l,3,2,-dioxaboronate)- 
9,9-dioctylfluorene, 405.5 mg (0.740 mmol) of 2,7-dibromo-9,9-dioctylfluorene, 29.5 
mg (0.0389 mmol) of M (Ir(2(4-bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 acac) and 4 mg (0.004 mmol) 
of (Pd(PPh 3 ) 4 ) in 10 mL of toluene was heated to 90°C and 2.5 mL (3.1 mmol) of a 
Et4NOH solution in water was added. The resulting two-phase mixture was stirred for 
18 h at 100°C and formed a brown-orange gel. The gel was precipitated in MeOH and 




washed with MeOH. The polymer was redissolved in 30 mL of dichloromethane and 
the resulting mixture was filtered using glass wool and subsequetly filtered over a 
short silica column. The resulting polymer is soluble in toluene and dichloromethane 
after lengthy sonication, and gives high viscosity. ! H NMR (400 MHz, C<>D6): 5 = 
8.2-7.6 (br, 6H, ArH), 2,6-1.9 (br, 4H, CH 2 -C), 1.6-0.7 (br, 30H, CH 2 +CH 3 ) 
(spectrum is very broad, signals of iridiumcomplex not resolved). GPC: Mp 50643, 
Mn 28146, Mw 62638, polydispersity 2.2. Microanalysis: C 84.28, H 9.71, N 0.37, Jr 
(AES) 2.56. 

Synthesis of Si; ph(ppy-pf8) 2 (acac)] via iridium complexation of E 
A mixture of 150 mg E (containing 0.0367 mmol 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)) and 5.2 mg 
IrCl 3 (containing 0.0147 mmol of iridium) was transferred in a solvent mixture of 10 
ml of toluene and 10 ml of 2-ethoxyethanol. The resulting clear yellow-orange 
mixture was heated to 110°C for 24 h after which the product was precipitated in a 
large excess of MeOH. The product was collected on a glass fiitted filter, washed with 
MeOH and hexane, and finally the solvents were removed under reduced pressure. 
Subsequetly, a clear solution the product and 20 mg (0.2 mm ol) acetylacetone and 20 
mg (0.19 mmol) of Na 2 C0 3 in 8 mL of 2-ethoxyethanol and 2 mL of toluene was 
heated at 1 10°C for 2 h. Upon cooling to 0°C a yellow-orange precipitate was formed 
mat was collected on a glass fiittet filter, washed with H 2 0 and MeOH and the 
solvents were removed under reduced pressure. The product was filtered over a short 
silica column using toluene as the solvent. Yield: 100 mg. *H NMR (250 MHz, 
CDC1 3 ): 5 = 8.65 (br, 1H*1%; CH-N), 7.9-7.5 (br, 6H, ArH), 6.62 (br, 1H*1%, CH- 
CHN), 5.30 (br, 0.5H*1%; CH-CO), 2.3-2.0 (br, 4H, CH 2 -C), 1.82 (br, 3H*1%, CH 3 - 
CO), 1.3-1.0 (br, 20H, CH 2 ), 0.9-0.7 (br, 10H, CH 3 +CH 2 ). Microanalysis: C 83.09, H 
9.61, N 0.39. 

Synthesis of S 2 : [Ir(ppy-pf8) 2 (acac)] via a poly-Suzuki reaction using C 2-(4,4,5,5 
tetramemyl-lj3,2-droxaborolane)-7-bromo-9,9-dioctylfluorene and M (h(2(4- 
bromophenyl)pyridine) 2 acac) 

A solution of 415 mg (0.697 mmol) of C, 26.4 mg (0.0349 mmol) of N, 2 mg (0.008 
mmol) of Pd(acetate) and 4 mg (0.016 mmol) of PCy 3 was heated to 90°C and 2.5 
mL (3.1 mmol) of a EtiNOH solution in water was added. The resulting mixture was 



35 



stirred at 110°C for 20 h, resulting in a slightly viscous clear red solution. The organic 
layer was dropped out in a large excess of MeOH, which resulted in the precipitation 
of an orange polymer. This was washed with water, MeOH and acetone and filtered 
over a short silica column using toluene as the eluent. The resulting solution was 
concentrated to 2 ml and 100 mg of Na 2 C0 3 , 1 mL of acacH and 8 mL of 2- 
ethoxyethanol were added. The reacuonrnixture was stirred for 2 h at 110°C and 
subsequently cooled down to roomtemperature. 2 mL of MeOH was added on which 
the product precipitated as an orange solid. The product was isolated on a glass fritted 
filter, washed with H 2 0 and MeOH and the solvents were removed under reduced 
pressure. Yield: 150 mg (55%). 8 = 8.7 (d, J= 4.6 Hz, 1H*10%; CH-N), 7.9-7.5 (br, 
6H; ArH), 7.4-7.1 (br, ArH), 6.6 (s, 1H*10%; CH-CH-N), 5.3 (s, 0.5H*10%; CH- 
CO), 2.3-2.0 (br, 4H, CH 2 -C), 1.9 (3H*10%; CH 3 -CO), 1.3-1.0 (br, 20H, CH 2 ), 0.9- 
0.7 (br, 10H, CH 3 +CH 2 ). Microanalysis: C 82.78, H 9.44 , N 0.25. 

S 3 was synthesised analogues to S 2 but using a solution of 415 mg (0.697 mmol) of C 
and 13.2 mg (0.0349 mmol) of N. Yield: 230 mg (85%). 5 = 8.7 (d, J= 5.0 Hz, 
1H*3%; CH-N), 7.9-7.5 (br, 6H; ArH), 7.4-7.1 (br, ArH), 6.6 (s, 1H*3%; CH-CH-N), 
5.3 (s, 0.5H*3%; CH-CO), 2.3-2.0 (br, 4H, CH 2 -C), 1.9 (3H*3%; CH 3 -CO), 1.3-1.0 
(br, 20H, CH 2 ), 0.9-0.7 (br, 10H, CH 3 +CH 2 ). Microanalysis: C 87.10, H 10.02 , N 
0.20. 

LED fabrication and measurements 

The elecfioluminescent devices have been fabricated as described below. An indium- 
tin oxide (TTO) patterned and cleaned glass substrate was obtained from Cambridge 
Display Technology Limited. A hole-injection layer, Poly(3,4-ethylene- 
dioxylhiophene):poly(styrene sulfonic acid) (PEDOT:PSS, obtained from Bayrton as 
an aqueous solution and used without further pretreatment), was spin-coated (2000 
rpm, 30 seconds) onto the ITO. The PEDOT:PSS layer was dried on a hotplate (130 
C) for 5 minutes. Next, a hole-transport layer of polyvinylcarbazole (PVK) was spin- 
coated, from a 3 mg/mL solution in dichloromethane, on top of the PEDOT:PSS 
layer. Subsequently, the Ught-emitting polymer was spin-coated (from a 10-15 mg/mL 
solution in toluene) on top of this layer. Then, the device was transferred to a high- 
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vacuum (1 * 1(T 5 mbar) deposit unit and set with a shadow mask. A cathode metal, 
calcium, was deposited on the organic layers 1hrough the shadow mask, followed by 
deposition of al uminiu m. The size of each pixel is- 4 mm * 3.2 mm. The device was 
finally encapsulated using Araldite epoxy resin and covered with a glass slide. 
Typical characteristics of the device layers include: ITO (190 nm, sheet resistance < 
10 CU □) / PEDOT:PSS (50 nm) / PVK (45 nm)/ Hght-emitting polymer (70 nm) / Ca 
(40 nm) / Al (200 nm). The devices were examined by applying a direct current bias 
(0 to 25 V) to the electrodes. The electroluminescent characteristics were measured 
with a Hewlett-Packard E3631A DC Power Supply, Keithley 2000 Digital 
Multimeter, Topcon BM-9M Luminance Meter, and Arninco-Bowman Series 2 
Fluorescence Spectrometer. 

Results and Discussion 

Synthesis of iridium(ppy)-fraorenyl hybrid systems 
The 4-position of 2-phenylpyridine (ppy) was functionalised with a series of 9,9- 
dialkylfluorene segments including one, two and three subsequent fluorenyl 
substituents (Scheme 1). 



Scheme 1: Synthetic pathway to 9,9-dialkylfluorene substituted 2-phenylpyrine 
ligands 

(2(4-bromophenyl)pyrine) (A) was synthesised via a coupling of pyridine to 
parabromoaniline using the Gomberg-Hey reaction. 5 Monofluorenyl functionalised 
ppy was obtained by a Suzuki coupling of A with 2-(4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-1,3,2- 
dioxaborolane)-9,9-dihexylfluorene to obtain (2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-9,9- 
dihexylfluorene) (D). The key building block of our stepwise synthesis; 2-(4,4,5,5 
tettamemyl-l,3,2-<noxaborolane)-7-trimemylsuyl-9,9-d^ (B) was 

synthesised in two steps from 2,7-dibromo-9,9-dioctylfluorene via a monolithiation 
using nBuLi, quenched with TMSC1 followed by a second Hthiation using tBuLi, that 
was further reacted with 2- isopropoxy-4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane to 
obtain B. 4-Difluorenyl functionalised ppy was obtained in two steps from the Suzuki 



product of A and B via the deprotection of the TMS group using IC1 (which yields 2- 
(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-tetx^ to 
obtain 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(9,9-dihexymuorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfluorene (H). 6 4- 
Trifiuorenyl functionaUsed ppy was obtained from the Suzuki product of G and 2- 
(4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane)-9,9rdihexylfiuorene via the same 
deprotection/Suzuki reaction sequence to obtain 2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(2-(7-[2- 
(9,9-(hliexymuorenyl)]))-9,9-dioctymuorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfluorene(K). 

Scheme 2: Synthesis of 4-fluorenyl fimctionalised ppy ligands 

Oligofluorene-bis-ppy was synthesised using a Pd(PPh 3 )4 catalysed poly-Suzuki 
reaction using A, 2,7-di(4,4,5,5,-tetramethyl-l,3,2,-dioxaboronate)-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene and 2,7-dibromo-9,9-dioctylfiuorene as the building blocks to yield 
ppy-pf8-ppy (Q) (Scheme 2). 7 Ohgofluorene-mono-ppy was obtained from the same 
coupling reaction using A and 2-(4,4,5,5 tetramethyl-l,3,2-dioxaborolane)-7-bromo- 
9,9-dioctylfluorene (C) as the building blocks to obtain ppy-pfS (E) (Scheme 2). 

Bis-cyclometalated iridium complexes of the type mppy-X) 2 (acac) were 
synthesised according to a two-step synthetic route that was recently reported by 
Lamansky et al. 8 In the first step, h-Cl 3 .nH 2 0 is reacted with an excess of the ppy 
containing ligand to yield the chloro-bridged dimer [Ir(ppy-X)2(-|J-Cl)]2 (Scheme 3) 

Scheme 3: Synthesis pathway to bis-CN-cyclometalated iridium complexes 

The chloro-bridges iridium dimers are subsequently converted to phosphorescent 
monomelic acetylacetonate complexes. (^(2(4-brombphenyl)pyridine) 2 acac) (M), 
<X2-(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-9,9-dihexylfluorene)2(acac)) (N), (Tr(2-(6-p-pyridyl- 
phenyl)-7<9,9-dihexylfluorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfiuorene)2(acac)) (O)and h(2-(6-p- 
pvridyl-phenyl)-7-(2-(7-[2-(9,9-dmexymuorenyl)]))-9,9-dioctylfiuorenyl)-9,9- 
dioctylfluorene)2(acac)) (P) were all synthesised accordingly (Scheme 3). 

The synthesis of iridium(ppy)-oHgofluorenyl systems was attempted via two 
approaches (Scheme 4). 




Scheme 4: Synthetic pathways towards Ir(ppy)-oligofluorenyl systems 

Analogous to the model compounds, both Q and E were exposed to the two- 
step synthetic pathway via the chloro-bridged iridium dimer towards the 
acetylacetonate containing monomer. This seemed troublesome using Q, since a fall 
conversion to the chloro-bridged idirium dimer was frustrated by gellation of the 
reaetionmixture. AES analyses on the targeted product; [^(acac)(ppy-pf8-ppy) 2 ]n (Ri) 
revealed that the iridium content was only 0.65% (objected: 4%). Moreover, the 
resulting polymer did only dissolve after extensive sonication. Upon complexation of 
E the gel-formation was completely avoided due to the prevention of network 
formation of the dichloro-bridged intermediate. Hence, the product of this two-step 
reaction sequence; [Ir(ppy-pf8) 2 (acac)] (Si) is readily soluble in dichloromethane and 
toluene. From NMR it was concluded that 1% hr(ppy) 2 (acac) segments are present 
(while 4% was objected). 

Alternatively, complex M was applied in a poly-Suzuki reaction using 2,7- 
di(4,4,5,5,-tetramethyM^ and 2,7-dibromo- 

9,9-dioctylfl'uorene as . the building blocks to yield [Ir(acac)(ppy-pf8-ppy) 2 ]n (Ra)- 
Also via this pathway the synthesis of R gave rise to gelfoimation during the reaction 
and caused solubility problems in the manufactoring of it. This method did however 
give rise to an increased inbuild of Ix(ppy)(acac) segments compaired to approach R*; 
in this case the iridium contents was 2.6%. The most successful iridium(ppy)- 
oligofluorenyl system was obtained via a poly-Suzuki reaction using C and M. The 
resulting product [Ir(ppy-pf8) 2 (acac)] (S 2 ) was highly soluble in dichloromethane and 
toluene and contained 5% of the bis-cyclometalated iridium complex. A subsequent 
reaction with acacH was needed to restore the acac-anion back on the complex. 

Photophysical properties of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) complexes 
Absorption and photoluminescence (PL) spectra were recorded of the series of 
cyclometalated iridium complexes to investigate the influence of the fluorenyl- 
substitution on the 4-position of the ppy (Figure 1). 
Figure 1: Absorption and PL-spectra of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) complexes 




The parent compound L shows an absorption band and 260 nm while it emits 
at 507 nm. When a monofluorenyl-segment is placed at the 4 position of the ppy 
(complex N), the absorption maximum was observed at 338 nm with a second, minor 
maximum at 260 nm. Clearly, complex N absorbs both from the n system as well as 
from the d-orbitals of the iridium complex. Further extension of the system of the 
ligands with subsequent fluorenyl units (via complexes O and P) resulted in a red 
shift of the absorption maximum from the n system of the ligand accompanied by a 
relative decrease of . the absorption intensity originating from the transition metal. 
Complex P shows a maximum absorption at 376 nm which is only 8 nm lower than 
where polyfLuorene absorbs. For this complex, the absorption from the transition 
metal is only observed as a minor absorption peak at 260 nm. In comparison; when 
the 4-position of the ppy was substituted by a bromine, it had no impact on the 
absorption spectrum at all. 

Interestingly, compared to the unsubstituted complex, the PL-spectrum of 
complex N (one fluorenyl) is red shifted with respect to L by 30 nm, to 552 nm. From 
this it can be concluded that the triplet wavefunction in this system is not confined to 
the Ir(ppy) unit but extended over the complete system. A second fluorenyl-segment 
(complex O) gave rise to a further red shift of 9 nm (to 561 nm) and. a third (P) 
provided a Pl^maximum of 566 nm. 

In general it appears that the influence of the repeat units of the fluorenyl- 
chain on the wavefunction is gradually decreasing when positioned further away from 
the phosphor, but that at least the first three fluorenyl units influence the triplet 
wavefunction (in our case by causing a total red shift of 44 nm). 

EL-characteritics were investigated by manufactoring OLED's (organic light 
emitting diode) from these model compounds. The OLED device consists of a basic 
three layered structure sandwiched between indium tinoxide and a calcium electrode; 
rrO/PEDOT-PSS/PVKTErnitting layer/Ca/Al. The use of PEDOT-PSS is commonly 
known as a hole-injection layer, the polyvinylcarbazole layer (PVK) is added as a 
hole transport layer and was found to generally smoothen the device characteristics. 
The series of L, N, O and P were spincoated in this structure from a toluene solution. 
The EL-spectra of these devices roughly show the same trend as the PL-spectra. In 
this series, the emission maximum shifts red from 529 nm for L, via 561 nm (N), to 



567 nm for O and P. Apart from a little red-shift all of the EL-spectra of these 
compunds closely resemble their PL-spectra. Not a trace of fluorenyl originating 
singlet emission from these systems was observed. 

Figure 2: EL spectra of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) (inset shows the device structure) 



Table 1: EL-characteristics of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) 



System Lum. turn on CIEX CIEY Efficien ELQY Colour 
max voltage cy (%) 

(cd/m 2 ) (V) (cd/A) 



N 



"60 4X) 037 (X59 2.5*10' 3 7.4*10' 4 yellowis 

h- 



green 



43 5.0 0.48 0.51 9.9*10" 3 3.3*10" 3 greenish 

yellow 

400 5.5 0.48 0.51 6.9*10" 2 . 2.2* 10" 2 yellow 



1400 6.0 



0.46 0.53 7.3*10- 2 7.3*10" 2 greenish 

yellow 



The device properties improve substantially on extending the ligand system with 
fluorenyl segments (Table 1 and Figure 3). The maximum brightness increased from 
60 (for IS), via 43 for N, 400 for O to 1400 for P, while the quantum yield improved 
two orders of magnitude from 7.4* 10" 4 to 7.3* 10" 2 . 9 The turn on voltage went up 
slightly upon increasing the percentage of fluorene. 

From the experiments described above it was concluded that the covalent 
bonding of fluorenyl segments directly to the system of the ligand system of this type 
of phosphorescent complexes is benificial for its ability to harvest triplets. This 
phenomenon is not explained solely by the improved film formating capabilities of 
the higher fluorenyl substituted phosphors. We suggest that upon increasing the 
system of the phosphor, more uniform films are obtained with a more homogeneous 
distribution of the iridium(ppy) species, avoiding clustering which can give rise to 



• « ■ ■ . • 



triplet annihilation. The size of the system of the phosphors might also be of 
importance in the efficiency of capturing charges. 

Figure 3: I-L-V curves of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) 

The results propted us to investigate this type of phosphors in a polyfluorene 
matrix. PL measurements of blends of complex L and N in a 9,9-dioctyl-polyfluorene 
(PF8) matrix revealed that singlet emmision from the polyfluorene was significantly 
quenched by both phosphors, but that the triplet emission (at roomtemperature under 
airobic conditions) from both systems was very low (Figure 4). Exciton Foster 
transport from the Si of the polymer to the T x seems to be efficient, but a different 
mechanism (triplet annihilation, or Dexter transfer of triplets from the phosphor back 
to the polymer) seems responsible for a major quenching of excitons on the phosphor. 



Figure 4: PL spectra of blends of complex N in PF8. Inset; triplet signal of blends 
of 5.0 mol % of complex L and N in PF8 



The EL spectrum of L in PF8 showed a marked resemblance with that of 
undoped PF8, but the emission maximum was shifted from 516 to 533 (note that the 
emmision maximum of 516 nm of PF8 is caused by eximer formation due to 
aggregation effects) (Figure 5). It seems that this device emits both from the singlet 
excited state of the polymer (a maximum at 414 nm) as well as from the triplet 
excitons on the transition metal complex (533 nm). The blend of complex N in PF8 
showed nearly only triplet emission. The emission maximum at 559 nm is clearly 
originating from the phosphor (552 nm was observed for the neat complex; Figure 2) 
whereas the singlet peak at 443 nm is very small. We owe this difference between 
complex L and 

Figure 5: EL spectra of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) in polyfluorene 



N to the difference in Ti-level. From the emission spectra it was estimated that the Ti- 
level of L is about 2.4 eV, and tbat of complex N is 2.2 eV. On comparing this with 
the Ti level of PF8, which is recently calculated to be about 2.30 eV 10 it can be 
predicted that in the case of L part of the triplets, captured on the phosphor, will hop 
to the Ti-level (Dexter transfer) of the polymer and decay non-radiatively. Hence 
triplet emmision is frustrated by this process. In the case of complex N such a process 
is less likely since the estimated Ti-level of the polymer is higher than that of the 
phosphor. 

Table 2: EL-data on blends of Ir(ppy-X)2(acac) in polyflnorene 

System • im turn on CIEX CTEY Efficien ELQY Colour 
max voltage cy (%) 
(cd/m 2 ) (V) (c d/A) 

LinPF8 225 S3 035 048 Olo 7.6*10* yellowis 

h- 

green 

NinPF8 190 7.5 0.44 0.52 0.15 5.6*10" 2 greenish 

yellow 



The enhanced triplet to singlet ratio of complex N in PF8, compared to the blend of L, 
doesn't give rise to a significant change in device efficiency (5.6* 10" 2 vs 7.6* 10" 2 , 
Table 2). 

Polyfluorenyl functionalised phosphors 

The concept of fluorenyl substituted phosphors was taken one step further by 
implimentating the bis-cyclometalated iridium phosphors in the main chain of 
polyfluorene. The Pl>spectra of these hybrid systems (Ri, R 2 , Si, and S 2 ) are depicted 
in Figure 6. 

Figure 6: PL-spectra of Ir(ppy-X) 2 (acac) incorporated polyfluorenes 

All systems show singlet emission (with maxima at 422 and 450 nm) originating from 
the polyfluorene part of the molecule. In Ri and R 2 no triplet emission was observed. 
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This, together with the NMR-spectra, strongly suggests that in these systems the 
fr(ppy-X)2(acac) phosphor could no be adeqautely implemented in the polymer chain 
due to gelation problems during the synthesis. In this respect systems Si and S 2 were 
more promising since in these materials, only one phosphor can be build in every 
molecule (Scheme 4) leading to better defined and applicable (solluble) systems. Both 
Si and S2 showed triplet PL-emission at 596 nm. 

The EL-spectra of the novel hybrid system, depicted in Figure 7, again show 
the marked diffences between the R and S products. 

Figure 7: EL-spectra of polyfluorene incorporated iridium-complexes 

The spectra of Ri and R 2 are very broad and show a lot of singlet and singlet-excimer 
emission, caused by aggregation (the low solubility of these compounds geve rise to 
increased aggregation, compared to normal polyfluorene). Ri doesn't show any triplet 
emission at all, while a shoulder at ~ 604 nm could indicate some triplet emission 
from the device fabricated from system R 2 . The device, containing system Si was 
found to emit singlets and triplets in the ratio 1:3 and S 2 yielded a singlet to triplet 
ratio of 1:23. This resulted in pink emission (according to the CIE-coordinates X = 
0.42 and Y = 0.34) for Si systems whitish orange emmision for S 2 (X = 0.47 and Y = 
0.43) (Table 3). 

Figure 8: EL-spectra of S 2 at increasing driving voltage, going from 8.5V 
(bottom) up in steps of 0.5V to 12.5V (top). 

The singlet to triplet ratio was found to -increase upon increasing the driving voltage 
(Figure 8). This is explained by an increase in triplet-triplet anihilation at higher 
driving voltages. The observed increase in excimer formation at increased driving 
voltages is a wellknown phenomenon in polymer LED's. 

Table 3: EL-data on polyfluorenyl-iridium(ppy) complexes 



System Lum. turn on CIBX CIEY Efficien ELQY Colour 
max voltage cy (%) 



(cd/m 2 ) (V) (cd/A) 

S3 029 (X45 7.0*10'* 2.6*10'* yeUowis 



Ri 10 



S3 



h-green 

7T 



■j^ 60 §1 033 0.44 " 0.13 7.1*10"* yellowis 

h- 



green 

•2 1 «;* 1 n- 2 



Si 42 9.5 0.42 0.34 7.6*10' 2 3.6*10'* pink 

S 2 



163 7.0 0.47 0.43 0.19 7.9*10' 2 whitish- 

orange 

304 6.0 0.42 0.40 0.18 7.9*10' 2 whitish- 



orange 



The BL-device characteristics of the hybrid systems are summarized in Table 
3. As observed from the EL-spectra the R samples give yellowish-green emission, 
originating from singlet- and singlet-excimer emission at low brighness (10 cd/m 2 for 
Ri and 60 cd/m 2 for R 2 ) at a quantum yield of 2.6*10' 2 and 7.1*10' 2 respectively. The 
better defined S samples emit mainly from the triplet state and a little from the singlet 
excited state. S, gives pink emission (CB-X 0.42, CIE-Y 0.34) with a maximum 
brightness of 42 cd/m 2 with a quantum yield of 3.6*10' 2 . S 2 ans S 3 both yield whitish 
orange emmision at a quantum yield of 7.9*10" 2 . The relative longer polyfluorene 
substituents of S 3 (30 fluorenyl units versus 10 for S 2 ) gives rise to an increase of the 
maximum brighness from 163 to 304 cd/m . 



Conclusion 



A series of polyfluorenyl-phosphor composite materials has been studied that give 
bright phosphorescence in solution-processed devices. The addition of fluorene 
substituents to the ligands of the small molecule fr(ppy) 2 (acac) yielded materials that 
are readily spin-coated from solution of blends in fluorene and, more importantly, also 
as neat materials. The fluorenyl substituents were found to give. rise to a major 
improvement in EL-luminance brightness and in quantum efficiency. A benificial 
effect of the substituents was observed in the improved complementation of the Ti- 
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energy level of the phosphor to that of polyfluorene in blends. OLED's prepared from 
polyfluorenyl-phosphor composites were reported to yield bright triplet emitting 
devices. 

The novel phosphors are hybrid compounds of a bis cyclometalated iridium-2- 
phenylpyridiriato complex (Ir(ppy) 2 ) triplet emitter, and polyfluorene, an efficient 
singlet emitting polymer. The series consists of Ir(ppy)2(acac) complexes having 
fluorenyl substituents on the 4-position of the ppy ligand. In the series, from non 
substituted complex Ir(ppy) 2 (acac) (L) via monofluorenyl substituted complex [Ir(2- 
(6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-9,9-dmexylfluorene) 2 (acac)] (N) and the difluorenyl (Ir(2-(6-p- 
pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(9,9-dmexymuorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfluorene) 2 (acac)] (O) to the 
trifluorenyl [fr(2<6-p-pyridyl-phenyl)-7-(2-(7-[2-(9,9-dihexylfluorenyl)]))-9,9- 
dioctylfluorenyl)-9,9-dioctylfluorene)2(acac)] (P) a major red-shift was observed in 
the PL-spectra of these complexes from 522 nm, via 552 nm and 561 to 566 nm. The 
polyfluorenyl substituted complex [Ir(ppy-pf8)2(acac)] (S 2 ) also showed PL triplet 
emission at 566 nm, along with minor singlet emission at 445 nm. The red-shift of 
complex N with respect to L of 30 nm was found sufficient to complement the Ti 
energy level of the phosphor to that of polyfluorene; the EL spectrum of a blend of N 
in this polymer shows mainly triplet emission at 559 nm while the blend, containing 
complex L (K^ at 535 nm), still shows substantial singlet emission at 441 nm. The 
stepwise elongation of the ppy ligand with fluorenyl segments resulted in a major 
increase in •EL-brightness (from 60 for L to 1400 cd/m 2 for P) and in EL-quantum 
efficiency (from 7.4*10" 4 to 7.3*10" 2 ). Yellowish orange EL emission was obtained 
from S 2 (estimated fluorenyl length; 10 units) with a triplet to singlet ratio of 23:1 at a 
driving voltage of TV, with a quantum efficiency of 7.9*10" 2 and a maximum 
brightness of 163 cd/m 2 . Upon increasing the length of the polyfluorene substituent to 
30 (S 3 ) yielded whitish orange emission having a triplet to singlet ratio of 7:1 (at 6V), 
with a quantum efficiency of 7.9*1 0' 2 and a maximum brightness of 304 cd/m 2 . 
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CLAIMS : 

1. A material capable of luminescence comprising: 
a polymer or oligomer; and 

an organometallic group 
characterised in that the organometallic group is covalently 
bound to the polymer or oligomer and • the nature, location 
and/or proportion of the polymer or oligomer and of the 
organometallic group in the material are selected so that the 
luminescence predominantly is phosphorescence. 

2 . A material according to claim 1 wherein the luminescence 
i£. electroluminescence. 

3 . A material according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the 
organometallic is conjugatively bound to the polymer or 
oligomer. 

4. A material according to any one of the preceding claims 
wherein the polymer or oligomer is semiconducting. 

5. A material according to claim 4 wherein the polymer or 
oligomer is capable predominately of fluorescence in the 
absence of the organometallic. . 

6. A material according* to claim 5, wherein the polymer or 
oligomer comprises an aryl or heteroaryl repeat, unit. 

7. A material according to claim S, wherein the aryl or 
heteroaryl repeat unit comprises a group selected from the 
group consisting of 2,7-linked 9,9 disubstituted fluorene, , a 
p-linked dialkyl phenylene, a p-linked disubstituted 



phenyl ene, a phenyl ene vinyl ene, a 2, 5 -linked 

benzothiadiazole, a 2 ,5- linked substituted benzothiadiazole, a 
2,5-linked disubstituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked 
substituted or unsubstituted thiophene or a triarylamine . 

8. A material according to any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein the organometallic contains a f ra/YS^iOA metal . 

9. A material according to claim 8, wherein the 
organometallic contains a p^c^c? oj£ metal. 

10. A material according to any one of the preceding claims 
wherein material comprises organometallic in an amount in the 
range from 1 to 10 % by weight* 

11. A material according to any one of the preceding claims 
wherein the organometallic is pendent from the backbone of the 
polymer or oligomer. 

12 . A material according to any one of claims 1 to 10 wherein 
the organometallic forms a part of the backbone of the polymer 
or oligomer. 

13 . A material according to claim 12, wherein the 
organometallic is located at the end of the polymer or 
oligomer backbone.- 

14 . A material according to claim 12 or claim 13 wherein the 
organometallic contains an aryl or heteroaryl group. 

15*. A material according to claim 14, wherein the aryl or 
heteroaryl group comprises a group selected from the group 



consisting of 2, 7- linked 9,9 disubstituted fluorene, , a p- 
linked dialkyl phenyl ene, a p-linked disubstituted phenylene, 
a phenylene vinylene, a 2,5-linked benzothiadiazole, a 2,5- 
linked substituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked 
disubstituted benzothiadiazole, a 2,5-linked substituted or 
unsubstituted thiophene or a triarylamine . 

16. Use of a material according to any one of the preceding 
claims as a component in an optical device. 

17. Use of a material according to claim 16, wherein the 
optical device comprises an electroluminescent device. 
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An optical, device or a component therefor, which 
comprises a substrate and a material as defined in any one of 
claims 1 to 15 supported on the substrate. 

19. An optical device or a component therefor according to 
claim 18, wherein the optical device comprises an 
electroluminescent device. 

20. An optical device according to claim 19, wherein the 
electroluminescent device comprises: 

a first charge carrier injecting layer for injecting 

positive charge carriers; 

a second charge carrier injecting layer for injecting 

negative charge carriers ; 

a light-emissive layer located. between the charge carrier 
injecting layers for generating light and comprising a 
material as defined in any one of claims 1 to 15. 



* 




r • r\ . 

21. A monomer for use in a polymerisation reaction having a 

general formula as shown in IV, V or VI below: 
X — M — X r 1 

IV ( spacer) p 

I ; 

orgaxiomet all i c 

V x organometallic X 1 

VI X L — -X ' 

where X and X' each is a reactive groups independently 
selected from the group consisting ' of a halide group, a 
boronic acid group, a boronic ester group and a borane group; 
p o M is a group comprising an aryl or heteroaryl group and L 
is a ligand capable of forming a complex with a metal when 
treated with a metal- complexing reagent, preferably the 
organometallic does not comprise Ru. 



22. An end- capping reagent for use in a polymerisation 
reaction having a general formula as shown in formula X, XI or 

XII: | 
X-MVI • 

^X^) (spacer) p 

organometalli c 

(XS) X organojpetallic ■ 

CXI I) x — L ' ! 

where. Lisa ligand capable of forming a complex with a metal 
when treated with a* metal -complexing reagent; and X is a 
reactive group selected from the group consisting of a halide 



r _ 

SO 

group, a boronic acid group, a boronic ester group and a 
borane group. 

23. A process for preparing a material as defined in claim 13 
which comprises : 

(a) reacting monomers to form a polymer or oligomer 
wherein each monomer has at least two reactive 
groups selected from the group consisting of a 
halide group, a boronic acid group, a boronic 
ester group and a borane group and each monomer 
comprises an aryl or heteroaryl group; and 

(b) terminating the polymer or oligomer formed in 
step (a) using an end-capping reagent, said 
end- capping reagent comprising one reactive 
group selected from the group consisting of a 
halide group, a boronic acid group, a boronic 
ester group and a borane group and either (i) 
containing an organometallic as defined in 
claim 1 or claim 9 or (ii) being capable of 
forming a complex with a metal when treated 
with a metal -complexing reagent; and 

(c) where the end- capping reagent is as defined in 
(ii) , treating the terminated polymer or 
oligomer from step (b) with a metal -complexing 
reagent . 

24. A process for preparing a material as defined in any one 
of claims 1 to 12 which includes reacting at least one first 
monomer with a plurality of second monomers which are 
different to the first monomer to form a polymer or oligomer; 




wherein each, monomer comprises an aryl or heteroaryl group and 
has at least two reactive groups selected from the group 
consisting of a halide group, a boronic acid group, a boronic 
ester group and a borane group; and wherein the first monomer 
either (i) contains an organometallic or (ii) is capable of 
forming a complex with a metal when treated with a metal - 
complexing reagent; and 

(c) where the first monomer is as defined in (ii) , 
treating the polymer or oligomer from step (b) with a metal - 
complexing reagent. 
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